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Friends, 

ENan and I bought an above-ground swimming pool! 
Blame it on the grandchildren coming or being 
sheltered-at-home or a wild hair! Anyway, we 
discovered a 16-foot pool was coming in on the next 
day truck at Wal-Mart, so we met the truck and 
bought the pool before it ever hit the showroom floor. 

Then we had the task of assembling the thing. Since neither one of us is particularly 
mechanical, we actually read the directions before we started. The directions read, “It is 
important that the ground be level and free from debris before assembling the pool.” We set 
some stakes, pulled string and set a level on it, and it seemed reasonably level. So, we raked 
all the sticks and rocks from the area. We laid out all the parts and put everything together and 
began filling the pool with 6000 gallons of water. 

I have to say, it looked great! No left-over parts. No leaks. We had us a swimming pool! 

The next morning, however, the pool seemed to be leaning a little to one side. The next 
morning it was leaning considerably more. Our grandchildren were thrilled there was a shallow 
end and a deep end, although the pool was not designed for such a feature. 

What we discovered was that the ground underneath the pool – although mostly level – was 
not solid enough to hold 48,000 pounds of weight. The foundation was insufficient for the load 
and it began to sink in certain areas. 

In Matthew 7 Jesus tells a story about foundations. The two characters in the story each 
decide to build a house. As far as we can tell, they use the same blueprints, same lumberyard, 
same contractor. Only one puts his house on a foundation of solid rock. The other builds on 
sand. Both look good until the storms come. Then, as the children’s song says, “The house on 
the sand went splat!” 

We are all experiencing unprecedented pressure these days – health concerns, financial 
stress, civil unrest, isolation. Only one foundation is solid and secure enough to hold us 
together through these storms. That is the Lord. “Truly He is my rock and my salvation; He is 
my fortress; I will not be shaken.” (Psalm 62:7) 

When you feel that you are sinking down or falling apart, you can cling to God. He is your rock! 

As for the pool, we’re starting over before it goes “splat!” 

 


