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Friends,  

I want to thank those of who have inquired about our above-ground pool fiasco. Your concern 
has been overwhelming. I was hesitant to ask you to pray for our pool, since that seemed a 
little trite, like the church lady who requested prayer for her favorite soap opera character. I 
assure you though, this is real! 

We did have a neighbor who is in the grading and contracting business, come and prepare the 
ground as it should have been done to start with. In digging down beneath the surface, he 
unearthed lots of roots. Over the last few years, we have lost several backyard trees to 
hurricanes. Although the trees are gone, the roots remained. As they rotted, they collapsed, 
leaving a very unstable foundation to build on. 

Roots are essential to the life of a tree, as we all know, but roots can also be a destructive 
force. They can crack sidewalks, damage house foundations, clog sewer lines and sink a 
swimming pool. 

The writer of Hebrews states, “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no 
root of bitterness grows up to cause trouble and defile many.” (Hebrews 12:15) 

Bitterness takes root when we push down anger and it begins to fester. It then comes out in 
ugly and unpredictable ways. This is why Paul says, “Do not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” (Ephesians 4:26-27) 

We need to express our anger and frustrations before they take root below the surface of our 
hearts. “Speaking the truth in love,” (Ephesians 4:15) allows us to keep our relationships 
healthy and whole. And if we ask God, He will dig out the bitterness and fill us with peace. That 
is a much better foundation to build on. 

By the way, the pool is back and the water is fine! 

 


