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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Eyes Wide Open” 
Friends,  

There was a rainbow in my yard! 
Well, actually it was in my 
neighbor’s yard but I could see it 
from my front porch. 

I don’t mean this rainbow was 
OVER my neighbor’s yard. It was 

IN his yard. Like I could have walked across the street and been in the middle of it. And I 
would have done just that except it was pouring rain and every now and then there was a 
wicked streak of lightning. Since I have already been struck by lightning twice (that’s another 
story!) I don’t tempt fate any more than necessary. 

I figured my observation would be met with some skepticism. In fact, I wasn’t sure I believed 
myself. I have seen Facebook pictures of the end of the rainbow and I said, “Yeah, right!” So, 
I called ENan from the back porch - where incidentally, the sun was shining – to confirm my 
story. I can give you contact information if you want to verify. 

But I got to thinking, if I had not taken a moment to step out on the front porch, I would have 
missed this marvelous thing. And I wondered how many marvelous, even supernatural, 
things I have missed because I wasn’t paying attention. 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote: 
Earth’s crammed with heaven, And every common bush afire with God, 
But only he who sees takes off his shoes; The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries. 

I’m thinking there may have been rainbows in my yard before and I wasn’t paying attention. I 
may have even walked through a marvelous – even supernatural – event but because my 
head was down or my mind was somewhere else, it looked like just another rainy day. How 
many times have I been in the presence of the Almighty but left with nothing more than 
blackberry stains on my hands?  

God told Isaiah to preach this, “You will hear but never understand. You will see but never 
know what you are seeing.” (Isaiah 6:9)  

I pray that God will open our eyes to the marvelous things He has done and is still doing all 
around us. Take a minute to stop and look. This mess we are walking through may just be a 
rainbow. 

 


