
 
Hunkered Down Homilies – “Weeds” 

June 2, 2020 
Friends, 

One of my first “shelter-at-home” projects was to get rid of all the weeds in my yard. 
ENan and I hoed and pulled and dug up weeds until our flower beds and natural areas 
were completely weed-free. 

And then they came back! So, we hoed some more and pulled some more and sprayed 
weed killer on every dandelion and clover (both three and four-leaf) and they vanished 
from sight. 

Now they are back again, and I am beginning to appreciate the beauty in fuzzy-headed 
stems. 

Sometimes it seems that sin is like that. I have my shortcomings that are unsightly at 
best and painful at worst that I have confessed to God. I know that I have been forgiven 
and “cleansed of all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Then the next day I find myself 
dealing with the same sins and selfish nature God just removed. 

I know the scripture says, “I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20), yet the old nature keeps showing up. Even 
when we present our bodies as a living sacrifice, we face the same struggles with sin. 
Rick Warren states in The Purpose Driven Life, “The problem with a living sacrifice is 
that it can crawl off the altar, so you may have to re-surrender your life fifty times a day.” 

Like weeding, our life in Christ is not a “once and done” project. Paul refers to Christians 
as “those of us who are being saved” (1 Corinthians 1:18). We must be willing to give up 
our lives daily – even hourly – to allow God’s gentle weeding of our hearts. That is how 
we get and keep self out of the way so God’s glory can be seen in us. 

As for my yard, I’m considering AstroTurf. Until then, I’ll keep pulling weeds. 

 
 


