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Our son and his family are at our house. 

We love visits with our children and 
grandchildren. There are certain family 
traditions and sayings that are sure to come up 
when we are together. “In our family, it’s always 
a competition!” is one of those sayings. “Not 

good Jimmy!” is another comment I hear when I do something the kids know is 
questionable. And when one of the little ones comes to me with a “boo-boo”, they 
know I will ask, “Does it hurt when you touch it?” If they say “Yes”, I will say, “Then 
don’t touch it!” No one thinks that is funny other than me. 

Far too often we dismiss others’ hurts or pains with a smart remark or a defensive 
reply. If we don’t experience the same emotional or physical reaction as someone 
else, we pass it off as they are being too sensitive. 

For some, name-calling is used in jest. For others, that same name conjures up hurtful 
memories or touches insecurities. For a long time, I didn’t understand why the Bible’s 
use of “he” in a generic all-inclusive manner was a problem. Then someone 
challenged me to insert “she” in all those same Bible verses and I discovered I was 
feeling excluded from the promises of God. I am certain God never intended anyone 
to feel left out because of the limitations of the English language. 

We all have our blind spots and until we learn to listen to each other we will never see 
from the perspective of our neighbor. Loving each other means counting the feelings 
and needs of others as more important than our own. It means listening to their hearts 
and asking them to say more about their feelings or opinions, especially when we 
don’t agree or understand them. 

The Bible says, “Nobody should seek his (or her) own good, but the good of 
others.”  (1 Corinthians 10:23-24) I am learning it’s not always a competition. 
Everyone doesn’t have to see things my way and I don’t always have to win a debate. 

When we listen and care for each other, everyone wins. 

 


