
 
May 21, 2020 

Hunkered Down Homilies – “To Wear or Not To Wear” 

Friends, 

“Face masks, it seems, have become a new fault line in America.”  So reads the first line of a news 
article describing the polarizing attitudes of Americans as to whether we should be required to wear 
face coverings in public.  Some call it a violation of our civic rights and “over reach” on the part of the 
government.  Others call it “common sense” to protect ourselves and others in a time when 
Coronavirus cases are still increasing. 

Those holding different opinions have criticized, mocked and even ridiculed those who disagree.  A 
security guard at a Michigan Family Dollar store was even shot for enforcing the state’s policy 
regarding masks. 

The dispute reminds me of a controversy that threatened to divide the early church.  There were some 
who were very strict regarding what one could not eat and drink.  Some of these were vegetarian, 
some were kosher and some were offended when offered meat that came from pagan temple 
sacrifices.  Then there were others who held a much more tolerant view, believing, “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and everything in it.”  (! Corinthians 10:26) 

The real issue, according to Paul, was not who was right and who was wrong about what belonged on 
the menu.  The real issue was having respect for your brother or sister in Christ.  He lays it out pretty 
clearly in his letter to the church in Rome. 

Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? (Romans 14:4 NIV) 

So let’s agree to use all our energy in getting along with each other.  Help others with encouraging words, 
don’t drag them down by finding fault…  When you sit down to a meal, your primary concern should not be 
to feed your face but to share the life of Jesus.  So be sensitive and courteous to the others who are eating.  
Don’t eat or say or do things that might interfere with the free exchange of love.  (Romans 14:19-21 MSG) 

As we consider how to move into more social interaction, we must be willing to treat each other with 
respect and love.  Whether we are talking about masks or meatloaf, social drinking or social distancing, 
we have to remember that love is more important than any differences we may have. 

We have to look beyond our differences to see the person for whom Christ died.  We can do that.  Even 
with a mask on. 

 


