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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Disappointment” 

 
Friends,  
Disappointment is a tough pill to swallow.  And there has 
been plenty of disappointment going around. 

Just this week our daughter and her husband put offers on two different houses in Los 
Angeles.  Buying a house is always a big deal but buying your first piece of real estate in 
LA is an especially big deal! 

I have been afraid they won’t get either house and they will be disappointed. I have been 
thinking about what I want to say if that happens. I want to sound wise and comforting. I 
want to assure them that if these houses don’t work out it must mean God has something 
better. There must be hidden reasons you can’t see but God does. 

But all that sounds dismissive. It feels like, “When God closes a door, He opens a 
window.” But who wants to crawl through a window? You can get arrested for that. 

If anyone understood disappointment it was Job. He lost his children, his cattle, his home 
and his health all in the blink of an eye. When his friends heard of his tragedy they came 
“to sympathize with him and comfort him… They began to weep aloud, and they tore their 
robes, and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on the ground with him for seven 
days and seven nights. No one said a word to him because they saw how great his 
suffering was.” (Job 2:11-13) The friends were great up to the point where they opened 
their mouths. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has created lots of disappointment. Missed classes, sports and 
graduations. Cancelled vacations, camps and weddings. So many of our life-giving church 
activities have been sidelined. Rather than offer shallow words in an attempt to ease 
others’ disappointment, maybe we can just sit with them in silence (socially distanced of 
course) and weep with them. 

As for my daughter and son-in-law’s house situation. They didn’t get either house and they 
were disappointed. But they said they knew God had something better for them and they 
would wait for it. 

I just listened and wept. And thanked God for their faith. 

 
 


