
 

August 25, 2020 
Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Pearls” 

Friends,  

Is there anything more “summer in Eastern North 
Carolina” than boiled peanuts? Throw in a beach 
chair, Band of Oz and a SunDrop and it’s a little bit of 
heaven! 

At least I think so. I have some friends (and I now use 
the term loosely) in the Piedmont section of the state 
who disagree with my opinion of boiled peanuts. They 
call them “slimy” and “nasty” and ridicule these 

marvels from the ground. I told them I would no longer “cast my pearls before swine” 
by sharing my boiled peanuts with them. 

I think it is curious that Jesus used that same term in his Sermon on the Mount. “Do 
not give dogs what is sacred, do not throw your pearls to pigs.” (Matthew 7:6) There 
is certainly room for interpretation here, but it seems to me what Jesus is saying is 
that not everyone is in a place to appreciate the spiritual truths we have to share. 

He echoes this theme when he says, “If the home is deserving, let your peace rest 
on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.” (Matthew 10:13) And again, “If anyone 
will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the 
dust off your feet.” (Matthew 10:14) 

I don’t hear these words as Jesus writing off folks. Rather I hear him saying some 
hearts have not been softened by the Holy Spirit to the point they are ready to 
receive the Word. We need to be sensitive to the hearer and to the Holy Spirit when 
we share our spiritual pearls. 

Even when they aren’t ready to listen, we can pray for them, trusting God will 
prepare their hearts to hear.  As one of my Piedmont “friends” says, “The great thing 
about prayer is that the other person can’t do a thing to stop you!” 

I agree with him on that. But he still ain’t getting any more of my peanuts! 
 
 

 


