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“Treasures” 

Friends,  

As we were searching for new adventures to 
share with our grandchildren, we came across 
an article about Sand Dollar Island. 

Located in the middle of Back Sound, between Morehead City and Shackleford 
Banks, this island is really a sand bar visible only on low tide. Because of its location, 
Sand Dollar Island collects both live and dead sand dollars that wash in with the 
tides. 

We left Wallace early in the morning so we could catch the ferry boat on low tide.  
When we arrived, there were already dozens of people on the island but there were 
also plenty of treasures left to be discovered. 

If you have lived in coastal North Carolina for a while you probably already know 
about the doves of peace found inside a sand dollar. These five pieces of the sand 
dollar structure resemble a dove in flight and symbolize the Holy Spirit that appeared 
as a dove and alighted on Jesus’ shoulder following his baptism.   

Of course, discovering the doves of peace requires that the sand dollar be broken. 

There is a lot of spiritual truth in that statement. Until we reach a place of brokenness 
– acknowledging our deep need for forgiveness, healing and peace – we are not 
open to the presence of the Holy Spirit. Our suffering and our brokenness open us 
up to God, allowing Him to work in and through our lives. 

After praying three times for the Lord to remove his thorn in the flesh, Paul heard 
God say, “My power is made perfect in weakness.” Paul concluded, “That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

Delight in hardships and difficulties? I confess, I am not there yet. But I do pray that I 
might have the faith to find God’s peace in my brokenness. 

That is truly a treasure. 
 
 

 


