
 
August 4, 2020  |  Hunkered Down Homilies - “Small Town” 

Friends,  

I may have mentioned in an earlier homily that ENan and I live in Wallace. In case you blinked 
and missed it, Wallace is just off I-40 about 40 miles outside of Wilmington. I used to tell people 
that our county has 50,000 people and 500,000 hogs. I was way low on the hogs! 

Someone once said, “The great thing about living in a small town is that even when you don’t 
know what you are doing, everyone else does!” There is a lot of truth to that. In a town where 
most people are connected by blood there are not a lot of secrets. In spite of its small 
population, there are lots of First Baptist Wilmington folks who have ties to Wallace. That is why 
I have always exercised caution when talking about folks from Wallace. I may be talking about 
your cousin!  

The pandemic of 2020 has made the world something of a small town. We are reaching people 
through online services and Zoom classes who are far away geographically and spiritually. 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram make everyone seem like kin-folk or a next-door neighbor. 

That is why it is so important that we think carefully about what we say and how we represent 
ourselves on social media, as well as in person. Every person we encounter – in our 
neighborhoods or through our Facebook page – is making judgments about our church and our 
Lord based on what they hear or see from us. 

Paul said, “Walk in the wisdom of God as you live before the unbelievers and make it your duty 
to make Him known. Let every word you speak be drenched with grace and tempered with truth 
and clarity.” (Colossians 4:5-6 The Passion Translation) We can influence lots of people by 
telling what God is doing in our lives and in our communities. The whole world needs to know 
that God is at work through His Spirit and through His people. 

Let’s make Jesus the talk of the town. 

 


