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“One Thing” 

Friends,  

It’s not summer without a trip to Carolina Beach 
to get a bag of Britts Donuts. After a couple of 
failed attempts, we finally caught them open for 
business. Those circles of dough, fresh from 
the grease and coated with a sugar glaze, truly 

melt in your mouth.  I can only assume the calories and cholesterol do the same. 

If you aren’t familiar with Britts, it is a small family-owned donut shop on the boardwalk 
of Carolina Beach. They only sell donuts and only one type of donut.  There are no 
fillings or flavors to choose from. When you order a Britts Donut it is always the same. 
And it is always divine! 

In spite of this lack of variety, Britts has been named the second-best private donut 
shop in the USA. The boardwalk at Carolina Beach has been acclaimed as the best 
boardwalk on the east coast, primarily because of Britts. Go by any time they are 
open, and often for hours after official closing time, and there is a line of people down 
the sidewalk waiting to get in. 

Their philosophy since 1930 has been simple, “Do one thing and do it really well!” That 
is not bad advice for the church either. So often we try to be all things to all people and 
end up losing our sense of who we are. 

I have attended church growth seminars that have encouraged churches to follow Jim 
Collins’ book, Good to Great. In that book, Collins suggests that businesses (or 
churches) need to focus their resources on doing the one thing that sets them apart 
from everyone else. Of course, that requires that we, as a church, choose what is 
most important and most impactful in our community. 

When Jesus was asked about what commandment was most important, he 
responded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27) 

If we only do one thing, it should be love. And we should do it the very best we can. 
People will line up to get in on that. 
 

 


