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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Fruit” 
Friends,  

A neighbor called last week to say her grapes were 
ripe, and we were welcome to come and help 
ourselves. So, we grabbed a couple of buckets and 
walked down the street to pick some. 

The grapes were ripe and delicious and I’m sure we 
ate as many as we brought home. The majority of 
what survived ended up in a really yummy grape-hull 
pie. Southern cuisine at its finest! 

In John 15 Jesus talks a lot about grapes and vines. I love the Message translation 
of John 15:5: “I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and 
I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. 
Separated, you can’t produce a thing.” 

The grapes on my neighbor’s vine draw their support, their strength, and their life 
from the vine. Branches that break off are dried up and useless. In the same way, 
the fruit of the Spirit we all crave grows out of an “intimate and organic” relationship 
with God. He is the source of life that gives us life that is abundant and eternal.  
(John 10:10) 

As in any relationship, our intimacy with God requires time, openness, honesty and 
trust. The more we give of ourselves to God, the more His Spirit flows through us.  
And the more the Spirit flows through us, the more we display the fruit of the Spirit – 
“love, joy, peace, goodness, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

The fruit we share with others has seeds of the gospel that take root in their hearts 
and bear even more fruit. “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit…”  
(John 15:8)   

As we grow in Christ, and help others grow, the gardener smiles at the work of His 
hands. 
 

 


