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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Not Afraid” 
Friends,  

We have unearthed a new fascination 
with ghosts in our home. Our 
grandchildren have been reading about 
reported ghosts at the Bellamy 
Mansion, at the Burgwin-Wright House, 
at Oakdale Cemetery and even at First 
Baptist Church and they want more! 

I guess this paranormal interest comes naturally. After all, my grandfather Baldwin 
was born just a few miles from Maco Crossing where the ghost of conductor Joe 
Baldwin spent years swinging a lantern up and down the train tracks looking for his 
decapitated head. (Google “Maco Light for more information.) We actually rode 
down Maco Road last week to see if we picked up any vibes from my long lost 
relative. No luck! 

You know, the Bible talks about some pretty spooky things. King Saul convinces the 
witch of Endor to have a séance with the dead prophet Samuel. (1 Samuel 28). 
Satan is “alive and well” throughout scripture, trying to cause the downfall of men 
and women (Matthew 4:1). We even have testimony of “walking dead” following the 
death of Jesus (Matthew 27:51-53). Then there is the unnerving truth, “Everyone 
has to die once, then face the consequences.” (Hebrews 9:27)   

Some people live their entire lives in fear of death or in fear of the consequences of 
their life. They do everything possible to delay the inevitable passing from this life or 
to distract themselves from thinking about it. The good news for us is this: We don’t 
have to be afraid! 

When Jesus rose from the grave, he defeated Satan, crushed the power of sin, 
broke open the gates of hell and opened the way for all believers to live with him in 
heaven. Hebrews 9:28 reminds us, “Christ’s death was also a one-time event, but it 
was a sacrifice that took care of sins forever.” 

As Halloween approaches, and ghosts and goblins lurk in the darkness, I’m taking a 
cue from old Joe Baldwin. I’m carrying the Light with me. 
 

 


