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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Bridges” 
Friends, 

Some of my favorite drives in Eastern North 
Carolina are across the bridges that connect area 
beaches to the mainland. Surf City opened up a 
new high-rise bridge last year that also has a really 
cool walking path. The best bridge, however, is the one that crosses the Intracoastal 
Waterway at Holden Beach. When you get to the top of the bridge it looks like you 
are going to drop right into the ocean! It’s a thrill ride without having to drive to 
Disney World. 

Of course, Wrightsville Beach still has the old drawbridge. There is nothing more 
frustrating than being stuck in traffic for miles because the bridge has opened up to 
allow tall-masted sailboats and sleek yachts to pass through. Although there is 
something nostalgic about the lifting wings of the Wrightsville Beach drawbridge, I 
appreciate the functionality of a bridge that is always open. 

I think it was the Judds who used to sing: “Love can build a bridge, between your 
heart and mine…” In our polarized world plagued by hurt feelings, pointing fingers 
and unforgiveness, the notion of love building a bridge sounds idealistic. Like the 
drawbridge at Wrightsville Beach, there are just too many obstacles that keep us 
disconnected from others. 

But Jesus says, “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.” (John 13:34) Paul instructs the Colossians, “Bear with each other and 
forgive one another… Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13)  

Because we have experienced the unconditional love and unmerited forgiveness of 
God through Jesus, we can pass it on to others. We can rise above our hurts and 
build a bridge of understanding and grace that keeps us connected. 

Jesus makes it clear: “If you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.” (Matthew 6:15) The bridge of grace runs in both directions. In 
order to experience God’s grace, we have to be willing to share it with others. 

Otherwise, like coming up to the WB drawbridge when a barge is coming through, 
we are stuck! 
 

 


