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Early in the pandemic, Jim Baldwin and I began placing phone calls to many of the older members of 
our church to inquire if they had need of things with which we may be able to assist. Members of our 
Diaconate did the same. Most of the conversations lasted about ten minutes and the large majority of 
our people assured us they were ok and they would let us know as needs arose. It has been nearly a 
year since we began these “church check-ins” by phone and the conversations have gotten a good bit 
longer, and the number of people with whom we are speaking has increased because there are a lot 
more people that are “shut in.” I recall one of our wise sages saying to me in one of our first 
conversations, “We’ve been through our share of challenging times. We are a resilient people. We are 
going to be ok. Our church is going to be ok. 

Our nation, our families, individuals of all ages and our church have dealt with numerous challenges 
created by the pandemic for nearly a year. Our resilience is being tested. We continue grappling with 
the lived realities of the deadly impact of this invisible intruder that has disrupted our world. The new 
vaccines have been a source of hope but distribution processes have brought challenges as well. 

As I watched the Super Bowl last night, I was intrigued by a pregame quote from Tom Brady. The 
Quarterback of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers said, “Our team is in the biggest game of the season but 
we have yet to play our best game.” When it was all on the line, Brady and his Buccaneer teammates 
played their best game and dominated their opponent. Covid-19 has created a long season of 
disappointments, frustrations, grief, anger, restlessness, loneliness, fear, sickness, anxiety and deaths. 
Postponed vacations, weddings, graduation celebrations; visits with parents or grandparents, adult 
children and grandchildren; and not seeing smiles, shaking hands or embracing with hugs has been 
excruciating for some of us. And, of course, not gathering inside our historic sanctuary (the word 
means “safe place”) to worship together has been agonizing. 

Throughout this extremely difficult season, First Baptist Church has huddled together as small groups 
to pray, worship, serve others, share words of hope, celebration and encouragement. We have been 
generous, compassionate selfless, loving, missional and faithful. We have lifted up each other and 
attentive to needs. We have leaned on and learned from the wisest among us. We have followed the 
prayerful guidance of our excellent Leadership Council and been sustained by the ministry of our 
dedicated and devoted Deacons. We have practiced patience and imaginative creativity in being a 
“Super Spreader” of God’s love and grace among each other and outward to our city. All of us long for 
the day we can safely return to our sanctuary and resume worshipping together safely, but until that 
time, I am reminded of that conversation with an elderly member nearly a year ago, and am inspired 
by your unfailing resilience. May we all rise to meet this moment and may we hold on to the 
assurance we find in the words of John Newton’s beautiful hymn, Amazing Grace: “Through many 
dangers, toils, and snares, [we] have already come; 'Tis grace hath brought [us] safe thus far, And grace will 
lead [us] home.”  

Joyful Hope! 


