
February 4, 2021 
Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Future” 
Friends, 

This week was a big one for a furry rodent from 
Pennsylvania called Punxsutawney Phil.  On 
February 2 – Groundhog Day – Phil came out of 
his hole, looked around, saw his shadow and 
returned to his burrow, predicting another six 
weeks of winter weather. 

I think it’s a lot of pressure to put on a groundhog to expect it to call the weather 
for the next six weeks. Al Roker has dozens of computer models and years of 
experience behind him and even he doesn’t get the weather right all the time. 

I personally put more stock in a weather rock I purchased years ago at a 
Stuckey’s (famous for their pecan logs.) I simply place my weather rock on the 
porch to know meteorological conditions in real time. If it is wet, it is raining. If it is 
white, it is snowing. If I can’t see it, it is foggy. If it is gone completely, we have a 
hurricane! 

People are always asking about the future in other areas besides the weather.  
When will this pandemic be over? When will it be safe to travel again? What will 
church look like when we are able to regather? I don’t know the answers to such 
questions, and I haven’t come across anyone else who has clear answers either. 
We are all shooting in the dark as wildly as Punxsutawney Phil. 

But God has given us His Word to help us see things more clearly. The Bible is 
described as light shining on the path that helps us keep our footing. (Psalm 
119:105) It is described as a mirror that helps us see ourselves as God sees us. 
(James 1:23-24) God’s Word is like a two-edged sword that cuts to the heart of 
things both within us and around us. (Hebrews 4:12) The Bible reveals Jesus to 
us and Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9)   

I may not be able to predict the weather or much else six weeks from now. But I 
know that God’s love is unchanging and His grace is sufficient for every day.  
Regardless of the weather. 

 


