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Hunkered Down Homilies  

“Heal Us” 
Friends, 

Today’s homily was first spoken as a preface 
to the sermon I preached at First Baptist 
Church of Wilmington on January 10. Several 
people asked me to share my comments with 
this audience. 

The church staff and I felt it was important for us to address the attack on our Capitol on 
January 6, 2021. To be honest, it would be easier to pretend the attack on our Capitol has 
nothing to do with our faith. Also, I’m not sure there are words adequate to ease the pain of 
watching our buildings, people and institutions violently attacked by fellow Americans. In 
praying about how to address this tragedy, God reminded me of the passage in 2 Chronicles 
7:14. The passage reads: 

If my people who are called by name – When God wants to bring about the restoration of a 
nation, He calls on people of faith. You and I are to be agents of healing in the midst of 
brokenness, messengers of hope in the midst of despair, bringers of peace in the midst of 
conflict. 

Will humble themselves and pray and seek my face – Each one of us has to be willing to 
confess our own brokenness. We all carry our prejudices and hatred. We all carry our 
selfishness and sin. We all carry our own blindness to the things we choose not to see and 
until we confess our blindness and ask God to remove the logs in our eyes, we cannot see 
clearly enough to help anyone. 

And turn from their wicked ways – “I would never destroy a federal building or harm law 
enforcement officers,” we say. Yet we destroy reputations with gossip, and we tear down 
lives with hurtful words and we break friendships because of politics. The way of Jesus is the 
way of love and grace and forgiveness. We have to turn away from the ways of the world if 
we are going to follow Jesus. 

Then will I hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land. O, how our nation 
needs forgiveness and healing right now. But it begins with us. We must be the salt that 
changes the flavor of conversations. We must be the light that exposes hypocrisy and evil, 
beginning with the darkness in our own hearts. We must be the yeast that gets in the doughy 
mess of our world until it all takes on the sweet aroma of Christ. 

Please join me in this prayer – O God, hear our prayer. Forgive our sin. Heal our land. We 
ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 


