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Friends, 

I have never been so happy 
to be old!  ENan and I are 
now 65 years old, which 
means we qualify for a Covid 
vaccine (and free coffee at McDonalds!) Even though both of us are pretty squeamish about 
needles, we are ready to get some protection from this invisible menace rampaging through 
our communities. 

The problem is we can’t seem to get an appointment! Apparently, all of us old people want to 
get a vaccine and the delivery of the vials is hitting a bottleneck somewhere. As soon as new 
doses arrive, we get on the phone to get an appointment. But by the time we get something 
other than the “buzz-buzz” of a busy signal, the appointments are filled up. 

I feel like the man Jesus encountered by the pool of Bethesda. This man had been an invalid 
for 38 years. He came to the pool every day because he believed that whoever was first into 
the pool when the water was stirred would be healed. He kept hoping he could be first in line 
but was constantly met with a busy signal – someone else got there first – leaving him 
waiting for the next opportunity. 

Jesus shows up and asks the man a rather pointed question, “Do you want to get well?” The 
man had several excellent excuses for why he had not moved in years. No one was willing to 
help. Others got there first. He was crippled, for heaven’s sake! But, after some thought, he 
decided that he did in fact want to get well. Jesus says, “’Get up, take your bedroll, start 
walking.’ The man was healed on the spot. He picked up his bedroll and walked off.” (John 
5:8-9 MSG)  

Like the man by the pool, we can come up with a lot of excuses for remaining spiritually 
stuck. Others have let us down. We have too much baggage. We are afraid of what 
wholeness might feel like. So, Jesus asks, “Do you want to get well?” Jesus offers us power 
to rise up, power to leave our past behind us and power to follow Him. That power is 
available to us at any moment. It only requires that we want to be made whole.  

No age restrictions! No waiting in line! 

 


