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“Present” 
Friends, 

It seems that Bernie Sanders is showing up nearly 
everywhere these days. The photo of Bernie at Joe 
Biden’s Inauguration, clad in a heavy parka and woolen 
mittens, has been photoshopped into hundreds of 
locations including the Batmobile, Forest Gump’s bench, 
a couch filled with “The Bachelor” contestants and in the 
boat with George Washington crossing the Delaware. 

No one seems to be having more fun with this silliness 
than Bernie himself. He has defended his “grumpy chic” 
attire saying, “In Vermont, we know something about the cold, and we’re not so 
concerned with good fashion.” Bernie has even had sweatshirts printed with the 
photo and is donating all profits to Vermont Meals on Wheels. 

One young genius has created a website that allows you to place Bernie in any 
photograph from Google Street View. You could have Bernie sitting with you on 
your back porch if you wanted to and if we weren’t socially distancing. 

Watching all this reminds me of a framed needlework piece we have hanging in 
our breakfast room. It reads, “Christ is the head of our home, the unseen guest 
at every meal, the silent listener to all our conversations.” In other words, Jesus 
is at our table when we eat, He accompanies us as we walk around the 
neighborhood, He quietly observes all our interactions with others. He is 
present with us wherever we are. 

I know this to be true because Jesus said, “I stand at the door and knock. If you 
hear me call and open the door, I’ll come right in and sit down to supper with 
you.” (Revelation 3:20) This requires no fancy app on your phone. It requires no 
virtual background on your computer. All that is required is an openness to 
God’s presence in your life. 

Now that will warm your heart!   

 


