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“Ordinary” 
Friends, 

I went into the sanctuary this week to record my 
sermon for January 10. Jon Boggs, who is doing our 
filming now, noticed the white cloth on the pulpit and 
asked what color it should be. After a little research, 
we discovered that the cloth should be green, 
reflecting the liturgical season called “Ordinary 
Time.”  “Ordinary?” Are you kidding me? Even though we opened up a new calendar 
that says 2021, things will not be ordinary for a long time to come.  

On another front, ENan and I finally took down our Christmas tree and all the 
Christmas doo-dahs. We commented that even though our house is now back to 
“normal,” our lives are still not “normal” in any real sense of the word. 

I confess, there is a part of me that longs for normal and ordinary. I am fed up with 
hearing “unprecedented” and “extraordinary” on the evening news. I long for the days 
when we could enjoy a meal at a restaurant, fly across the country and invite friends 
for dinner, without having to take precautions. 

Experts say it will be months before things return to any sense of “normal.”  Common 
sense tells me that some things we considered “ordinary” may never return to the 
way they were. 

Jeremiah told the people of Israel who were in exile, “Build houses and settle down; 
plant gardens and eat what they produce.” (Jeremiah 29:5) He continues his 
message, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord…, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” (verse 11) 

The message seems to be this: Things may never return to the normal or ordinary 
we once had. But God is here with us, creating a future filled with hope and promise. 
We can grieve the days that were or we can long for the days to come. Or we can 
choose to live in the today that we have, working with the Spirit to create a future that 
more closely resembles the Kingdom of God. 

Our prayer can be, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done… this day!” 
 

 


