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“Faith” 
Friends, 

Last Saturday ENan and I ventured out on 
our first road trip of 2021. We packed 
sandwiches and sanitizer and met some 
friends at the Juniper Level Botanical 
Garden in Angier – just south of Raleigh. 
Juniper Level is a research garden where they cultivate all types of rare flowers, 
herbs and shrubs. The grounds are full of exotic plants with exotic names. 

Not only can you wander through carefully manicures gardens, you can also walk 
through meticulously arranged greenhouses where you can purchase these 
exotic plants. The beautiful picture on the tag is supposed to make you want to 
pay the price on the pot (ranging from $18-$120). 

ENan and I chose not to buy any of the lovely varieties offered. We figured what 
the deer in our neighborhood didn’t eat I would eventually take out with the weed 
eater. In fact, I am pretty certain I pulled up some “weeds” last fall that were 
identical to what they had in the greenhouses. 

Our friend who met us at the garden is a certified “Master Gardener” and he 
could not resist the temptation. I took a picture of two of his purchases – one pot 
of dirt was $18 and the other $29. I asked my friend if he was sure he was getting 
his money’s worth. He replied, “I have faith. It may not look like anything now but 
I am confident they will be beautiful before long!” 

I think that is a great picture of faith. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is confidence 
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 

When you invest in a relationship with no promise of reciprocation – that takes 
faith. When you invest time in a ministry with no assurance of results – that takes 
faith. When you sacrifice your desires in order to follow God – that takes faith. 

Whether you are planting a flower, offering forgiveness or reaching out to a 
neighbor, have a little faith. Jesus said, “If you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed… there will be nothing that you can’t do.” (Matthew 17:20) 

 


