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The annual ACC Basketball Tournament will be held in Greensboro, NC this week. I was sent home 
from last year’s tournament when it was announced on the second day that the tournament was 
cancelled because of the outbreak and spread of the mysterious COVID-19 virus. The last year has 
been more difficult than anyone could have ever imagined. Sickness, loss of life, jobs, relationships, 
family tension, political, social and economic turmoil, combined with healthcare heroes and 
extraordinary strides in pharmaceutical research and development, new life, creativity and 
anticipation of a brighter future have been front page news. In the midst of the storms, our church 
has exercised incredible faithfulness and amazing resilience every step of the way. There is a rainbow 
on the horizon. What a blessing!!!    

On February 21, 1993 inside Reynolds Coliseum in Raleigh, NC, a cancer-riddled Jim Valvano 
addressed a capacity crowd of Wolfpack fans for the last time. He spoke of having persistent hope 
and concluded his remarks by leading the crowd in a stirring rendition of the NC State fight song. 
Eleven days later, he was helped on and off the national stage at the ESPN ESPY Awards television 
show because his strength was quickly leaving him. In accepting the Arthur Ashe Award, the 
charismatic coach stood strong for ten minutes as he encouraged every person in the audience and 
viewers on television to do three things every day ---- to laugh, think and have your emotions move 
you to tears. Then he concluded with the lines for which he has become famous, “Don’t give up! Don’t 
ever give up!” 

Before he passed away on six weeks later, from a hospital bed in Duke University Hospital, Jim 
Valvano said to his good friend and fierce competitor, Coach Mike Krzyzewski, “I’m gonna die. I know 
I’m gonna die. But, I’m gonna win!” 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are 
alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our 
mortal body.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-11) 

We had little warning of the pandemic we are living through or the impact it has had, but we have 
remained strong, steadfast, flexible and pivoted as needed in order for our ministry and mission to 
remain pliable and our ship to remain sturdy in the storm. We have assisted each other and our 
neighbors. We have spread a positive infection of hope and resilience across our congregation and 
region. Our stamina has remained robust because we are infused with the spirit of Christ and serve 
out of the overflow of God’s love for all of God’s children. New life is beginning to poke its colorful 
head out from the darkness of winter, as the light of our days gets longer and brighter. We are on a 
journey to resurrection. We may die, but by God’s grace we are all winners. The best is yet to be! We 
will see it and experience it when we believe it!  

Joyful Hope! 


