
April 1, 2021 
Hunkered Down Homilies - “Look” 

Friends, 

One year ago this week I wrote the first Hunkered 
Down Homily. Covid-19 had become a new word 
in our vocabulary and a new reality in our lifestyle. 
We canceled Tuesday Noon Church and personal visits and moved Sunday morning 
worship online in order to help “flatten the curve.” I began writing the homilies as a way to 
stay connected with folks and to offer some spiritual insights while we were apart. 

Although we are not completely out of the woods of this pandemic, there is light ahead. 
We will be together at Airlie Gardens on Easter Sunday and for outdoor worship services 
on April 18 and 25. Then on May 2 we will be in the sanctuary for corporate worship. 
Although we still need to exercise caution and follow safety protocols, I am excited about 
our being together again! 

All that to say that this will be my final weekly Hunkered Down Homily. I will continue to 
write and share reflections on life as the world around us opens up. They just won’t be in 
your email inbox every Thursday morning. The homilies have been my form of self-
therapy and I am grateful that you have allowed me to vent, celebrate, confess and heal 
in your presence. 

The thing I have gained most from this year of writing homilies is the practice of keeping 
my eyes open. I have learned to constantly be on the lookout for new messages from God 
and fresh insights into what it means to follow Him. Taking time to look around me has 
opened my heart to God’s voice in ways I would otherwise have missed. 

As I read the Biblical accounts of the first Easter, I am struck by the blindness of those 
who encountered the Risen Lord. Jesus spoke to Mary at the tomb, “but she did not 
realize it was Jesus.” (John 20:14) Jesus walked with the two who were headed home to 
Emmaus, “but they were kept from recognizing him.” (Luke 24:16) While the disciples 
were out fishing, “Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize it was Jesus.” 
(John 21:4) 

It took a while for the disciples’ eyes to be opened to the miracle right in front of them. 
Once their eyes were opened, they immediately ran to tell someone else. I hope you will 
join me in taking time to pause and see the miracles around us. I would love to hear what 
God reveals to you. 

Look and see! 

 


