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I love the passage we are going to look at today from the book of Joshua. God tells Joshua to, “Get [the people] ready.  

In three days, they will cross the Jordan River into the land that God has promised them.” “Be strong and courageous,” 

God says. “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” The 

Israelites are about to enter a new chapter in their life together, their life with God. 

They’ve been wandering in the wilderness for 40 years.  It’s been a hard journey; there’ve been struggles along the way.  

We know the stories – of challenges, of wanting to go back to Egypt, of losing patience – with Moses and with one 

another.  But we also know the stories of God’s provision, the parting of the Red Sea, manna from Heaven to feed them 

every day.   

For years the Israelites have been longing for the promised land; longing to stop wandering and to settle down – to get 

to a new normal.  And now that time has come. It’s not too unlike the last 14 months for us, is it? Who would have 

thought last March that over a year would pass before we would worship together again in our sanctuary?  That we 

would worship via You Tube and meet for Sunday school over Zoom?  That life would be so disrupted for so long. 

There are times when it has felt like wandering - with uncertainty, frustration; I heard a podcaster say – Be patient with 

me; this is my first pandemic – And we know how he feels.  We’ve sort of been figuring it out along the way; How to 

adapt and rebalance and stretch in ways that we didn’t know we were capable of. 

And yet there are so many stories to tell of God’s provision; God’s leading – of creativity… and patience… and learning to 

trust in new ways. And now, like the Israelites, that time that we have been longing for has come for us, too, as we begin 

to get ready for regathering next Sunday morning in the sanctuary. 

And so today I want to look together at this passage in Joshua a little bit differently – as a prayerful meditation.  To let 

the text read us, and speak to us, as we prepare to cross our own river as a church family; to hear in the Israelites’ story 

a fresh word for this moment in time, on our own journey with God. 

So grab a hold of your stone, settle into a posture of prayerful listening and hear with me the story of the Israelites.  

Along the way I will offer prayer prompts for silent reflection.  You are welcome to close your eyes if you want to. 

BE STILL 

“Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out… and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing 

over.” 

God told Joshua that the Israelites needed to wait three days before crossing the Jordan.  They have wandered for 40 

years but now they must wait 3 more days.  Three days of sitting before the Jordan River… at flood stage.  The strong 

current flowing swiftly before them.  The idea of crossing the river becoming more daunting by the hour. 

The Israelites needed time to settle down.  To be still before God.  To see this next journey through God’s eyes. To 

understand what they were about to undertake; to recognize their own fears and concerns.  And to realize how much 

they needed God to make possible what felt impossible. 



They needed time to let go of their personal distractions.  The Israelites had gotten a bit fragmented over the course of 

their journey.  There were frustrations… with manna… and with Moses. 

But there before that river crossing, God called them to sit and to be still… and to look together… at Him; to be one 

people as they moved forward. 

We know that life on the other side of this pandemic will look different than it did before.  There are ways that being 

Church will be different. 

• As you sit here still before God… what hopes do you have as we prepare to regather?   

• What fears or concerns do you have? 

• Where have we become fragmented during this journey in the wilderness?   

• What would it look like for us to walk together into this next chapter of First Baptist’s story together in unity? 

• What might that unity require of you? 

 

BE STILL, CONSECRATE YOURSELVES 

“After three days the officers went throughout the camp, giving orders to the people… 

Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 

So much of what was next for the Israelites seemed so uncertain.  But there was work to be done and they were the 

ones who, with God’s help and guidance, were going to do it. 

God used the Israelites’ time in the wilderness to prepare them for what was ahead.  Now they needed to consecrate 

themselves… to recommit themselves.  They needed to be ready - Not just for the good things that God was going to 

do… not just for a land flowing with milk and honey where they would settle down.  They needed to be ready for the 

AMAZING things that God would do among them. 

Do you believe that God wants to do amazing things among us?  Not just good things.  Not just returning to the corner 

of 5th & Market… but that God wants to do AMAZING things among us – in this community – as God’s people?  

How do you need to get ready for that - personally?   

What do you need to let go of to create space for what God wants to do in you and through you? 

Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you. 

 

BE STILL, CONSECRATE YOURSELVES, LOOK FOR GOD 

“Joshua said to the priests, ‘Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.’ So they took it up and 

went ahead of them.” 

God called the Israelites to stay put until they saw the ark of the covenant go by.  Then they were to get up and follow, 

because they had never been this way before. 

Like the cloud that had led them in the desert, the ark represented God’s presence among them. 

The ark contained the stone tablets of the 10 Commandments that Moses brought down the mountain – a reminder of 

God’s covenant faithfulness. 

It held a jar of manna – a reminder of God’s provision. 

It held Aaron’s rod that he used before Pharaoh – a reminder of God’s power. 

As you look back over these past 14 months: 

Where have you seen God’s faithfulness? 



Where have you experienced God’s provision? 

When have you seen God’s power? 

When we notice these things, see God in our midst, we need to join God there and follow. 

 

BE STILL, CONSECRATE YOURSELVES, LOOK FOR GOD, TAKE A STEP 

“And the Lord said to Joshua… “Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the 

Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 

“Joshua said to the Israelites, ‘Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God.  This is how you will know that 

the living God is among you… as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord… set foot in the Jordan, its waters 

flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.’ 

“So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of 

them. Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the 

Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge,  the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great 

distance away… 

“So the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the 

middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the 

crossing on dry ground.” 

As soon as the priests stepped into the river, the water from upstream stopped flowing.  Scripture says it piled up in a 

heap a great distance away.  Can you imagine the sight of that wall of water?  We think that it’s the miracle that will give 

us courage to move forward with whatever it is that God wants us to do, but, in fact, it is in response to our courage and 

obedience that God reveals the miracle to us.  Had the priests not stepped into the river, the water would not have 

stopped flowing. 

As you imagine our next season of ministry as First Baptist Church, what risks might God be calling us to take? 

What one step in faith might God be nudging you to take? 
 

BE STILL, CONSECRATE YOURSELVES, LOOK FOR GOD, TAKE A STEP, TELL GOD’S STORY 

“When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Choose twelve men from among the 

people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the 

priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight. 

“So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites…  and they did as he commanded 

them… 

“Then the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant law to come up out of the Jordan. 

“And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. No sooner had they set their feet 

on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 

“On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal…  And Joshua set up… 

the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan.  He said to the Israelites, ‘In the future when your [children ask you], 

“What do these stones mean?”  tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’  …The Lord your God…did this so 

that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear 

the Lord your God.’” 

In just a minute I am going to invite you to come forward with your stone as we offer up our own altar to the Lord. 



That stone may represent for you a PRAYER that you need to leave before God – A personal river that you are facing and 

need to cross. 

The stone may be a symbol of your COMMITMENT – An act of consecrating yourself to God for the next chapter in First 

Baptist’s story; to prepare for whatever God wants to do in you or through you. 

Or your stone may represent a STORY of What God has done for you or how God has provided for you during this season 

in the wilderness; what God has taught you. 

Consider what you want to offer up to God.  When you are ready, come forward and place your stone here on this table. 

“That all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear 

the Lord your God.” 

Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among us.  Amen. 


