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Hunkered Down 

Homilies – 

“Getting Ready” 

 

The day finally came!  

On May 2 we were 

able to gather in the 

sanctuary for worship. 

This being the first 

time in 14 months we have worshipped in the sanctuary meant I had to do 

some preparations now unfamiliar to me.  Like… I had to set the alarm 

clock.  Living in Wallace, we allow 45 minutes to drive downtown, plus a 

few extra to go to the bathroom when we get there.  Add in time to drink 

coffee, eat breakfast, shower and get dressed.  I can assure you 6:30 AM 

has NOT been our normal wake up time. 

Then there is the getting dressed.  I had to find socks! And shoes!  Except 

for a couple of funerals, I have only worn tennis shoes and flip-flops for the 

last year.  And I had to remember how to button a shirt.  The t-shirts I have 

been wearing don’t have buttons. 

Then there were the Covid-19 preparations.  Don’t get me wrong.  I’m 

100% in favor of caution as we regather.  But remembering my mask, hand 

sanitizer and a “No hugging or hand-shaking” mindset all proved to be 

mind-boggling. 

What I have discovered in worship, however, is that my internal 

preparations need as much attention as the external ones.  If my heart is 

not right, it is difficult to feel close to God.  The Psalmist reminds us, “Who 

may ascend the mountain of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place?  

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart.”  (Psalm 24:3-4)  The 

Jews were meticulous about their hand-washing and body exposure 



protocols.  They understood, however, the status of their hearts was just as 

important for entering the presence of God. 

A pure heart comes from confessing our sins and receiving the cleansing 

grace of God.  (Hebrews 10:22)  A pure heart comes from forgiving others 

who have done us harm. (Matthew 5:23-24)  A pure heart comes from 

loving God above all the other things and people that clamor for our 

devotion. (Psalm 24:4) 

As you prepare for worship in the sanctuary (or in your living room or on the 

beach), remember to set your alarm, bring your mask, button your shirt and 

– most importantly - pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” 

 

 

 


