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A number of years ago, while on Sabbatical, ENan and I had an opportunity 

to visit Rome.  We saw the Coliseum and the Vatican and numerous 

paintings and sculptors by famous artists.  The one thing we did not get to 

see was Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel.  So, when we saw there was going 

to be a re-creation of the Sistine Chapel in Charlotte, we grabbed some 

tickets and headed out for the Queen City. 

The exhibit was not exactly what we expected.  The paintings were not 70 

feet in the air, as the originals in Rome (which was a good thing for my 

vertigo.)  And, I am sure the re-creations did not match the glory of the 

fresco paintings done by Michelangelo. 

But we did get a sense of the artist’s magnificent talent and imagination.  

Each character carried his or her own unique personality even on the two-

dimensional cavasses.  Some of the portraits were more graphic than I 

would want inside MY church. 



The image that stands out in my mind, however, is the artist’s depiction of 

Creation.  We all know the iconic picture of God reaching out His finger 

towards the outstretched finger of Adam.  I caught myself anticipating a 

spark to jump between the two, igniting life. 

The “finger of God” shows up several places in the Bible.  When Moses 

and Aaron were trying to convince Pharoah to release the Israelites, the 

court magicians said, “This is the finger of God.”  The 10 Commandments 

were inscribed in stone by the “finger of God.”  And Jesus said, “But if I 

drive out demons by the finger of God, then the Kingdom of God has come 

upon you.”  (Luke 11:20) 

I pray the finger of God will touch our world, our church and each one of us, 

sparking life, healing, power.  I believe He is reaching out towards us, 

desiring that we reach back toward Him. 

When His power touches our willing hearts…watch out! 

 

 

 


