
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – A New 

Thing 

 

One of the advantages 

of living in Wallace is 

that we are within easy 

driving distance of 20 or 

so venues for free 

summer concerts.  

Benson, Dunn, Clinton, 

Burgaw, Leland, 

Wilmington and all the 

area beaches host great bands playing great music.  By great, of course, I 

mean music mainly from the 60s and 70s.  Beach music, Motown, Rock 

and Roll.  Music from that era “sooths my soul.”  I understand the lyrics 

and, like they used to say on American Bandstand, “It has a good beat and 

it’s easy to dance to.”  Mostly though the music brings back memories of 

days gone by. 

There are a number of things that stir up nostalgia in me.  Old cars, comfort 

foods, bell-bottom pants (I saw on the internet they are making a 

comeback!)  I can easily begin to long for the “good old days” when people 

were kinder and life seemed simpler. Then I think of Barbara Streisand 

singing that powerful line from “The Way We Were”: 

“Can it be that it was all so simple then?  Or has time re-written every line?  

If we had the chance to do it all again, tell me would we?  Could we?”   

The Book of Genesis tells us the story of Lot and his wife.  God told Lot of 

His plan to destroy the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah.  God warned them 

“Flea to the mountains. Don’t look back!”  Lot’s wife, however, looked 

behind her and turned into a pillar of salt.  She was stuck in the past and so 

she never experienced the new life God had planned for her and her family.  

The prophet Isaiah spoke to the nation of Israel as they stood at a 

crossroads in their spiritual journey.  They had lost much of what defined 

their life with God and they could not see the way forward.  God said to His 



people, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am 

doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”   (Isaiah 

43:18-19) 

God is doing new things in our church and in our world and He is calling us 

to walk into the future with confidence.  You can’t walk forward while 

looking over your shoulder.  Even if you’re wearing the latest bell-bottom 

pants. 

 

 


