
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Clarity 

I had to make an early 

morning drive from 

Wallace into Wilmington 

last week (by early 

morning I mean before 

10:00!)  Anyway, as you 

can see from the photo, 

there was a light fog still 

lingering along the 

interstate.  The fog wasn’t 

nearly as bad as some I 

have driven in, when I couldn’t see beyond the hood of the car.  Driving in 

that kind of fog is really unnerving and disorienting.  I am always torn 

between pulling off the road (and risk getting rear-ended by another car 

doing the same thing) or continuing to drive (and risk running off the road 

and into a ditch.) 

My drive reminded me how we all want clarity in our lives.  We want to see 

clearly how to move forward in complicated situations.  How do I repair this 

broken relationship?  How do I respond to this job opportunity?  Is this trip a 

good idea or is it the wrong time?  Do I say something to my friend or do I 

keep silent? 

In July of 1996 I remember feeling a lot of uncertainty while at Fort Caswell 

as we watched Hurricane Bertha bearing down on the southeast North 

Carolina coast.   The speaker for the week told us, “Faith is like driving 

ahead of your headlights.  You have to trust what you cannot see.” 

My Driver’s Ed instructor would say, “That’s not faith.  That’s just foolish!”  

He would say, “Use your common sense.  Get to a safe place if you can.  If 

you think you can proceed safely, take it slow and focus on what you CAN 

see (like the white lines) and not on what you cannot see.” 

Sometimes we are called to step out in faith before the pathway is clear. 

Other times we are called to “Wait on the Lord.”  Most of the time I have 

found that if am willing to wait, God will show me enough to take one step.  



And when I take that one step in obedience, God will show me enough to 

take the next one. 

I love this prayer from Thomas Merton, “My Lord God, I have no idea where 

I am going.  I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain 

where it will end.  Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am 

following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.  But I believe 

that the desire to please you does in fact please you.” 

One thing is clear.  God has promised to walk beside us.  Even in the fog. 

 

 


