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Homilies – Pure 

The town of Wallace is 

drilling a well just down 

the road from our 

house.  They marked 

off a vacant lot with soil 

erosion netting.  They 

brought in several large 

trucks, including the 

drilling unit you see in 

the picture.  They have 

been drilling for a little 

over a week now, so I 

guess they are going pretty deep with this well.  I’m thinking that with all the 

hog, chicken, and turkey farms in the area, going deep is probably a pretty 

good idea.  You certainly do not want surface contaminants seeping into 

the water you use for cooking and drinking.  We want pure water so we can 

add our Crystal Light, instant coffee, and matcha green tea powders. 

Jesus told the woman he met at the well, “The water I give them will 

become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14). 

When Jesus’ Spirit enters our lives, He releases all the power and love of 

God to flow through us into the lives of others.  This Spirit is deep and rich 

and satisfying and should spill over into everything we say and do. 

In the Book of James, however, we discover some church folks were 

praising God on Sundays, then ripping their neighbors apart the next day.  

It seems the Spirit of God had gotten mixed up with something else that 

definitely was not from God.  He says, “Out of the same mouth come praise 

and cursing.  My brothers and sisters, this should not be.  Does a well of 

water give good water and bad water from the same place?” (James 3:10-

11)   

I confess I am one of the three people on the planet who does not have a 

Facebook account.  But I look over ENan’s shoulder enough to see some 

people quote Bible verses and Christian podcasts.  Then these same 



people post some really hateful and hurtful things on their pages.  Clearly 

something has seeped into the well. 

James says, “The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 

peace-loving, considerate…full of mercy and good fruit.”  (James 3:17). 

When the world sees our posts or hears our conversations that appear so 

contradictory, it causes them to distrust anything we say.   

I pray we, who call ourselves followers of Jesus, will speak with the wisdom 

and love of God.  Hateful rhetoric and criticism of others leaves a bad taste 

in my mouth. 

 

 


