
Hunkered Down Homilies 

– New 

My siblings have labeled me 

the “most traditional”” 

member of the family.  In 

many ways that is true. I 

believe traditions – 

especially around holidays – 

provide a foundation for the 

generations that follow us. In 

our family we have 

traditional ways to decorate 

a Christmas tree, traditional 

foods we serve for 

Christmas breakfast, even 

traditional ways we open 

gifts. 

Generally, we are pretty 

traditional about Thanksgiving as well. But this Thanksgiving was very 

untraditional. Since we are bi-coastal grandparents (our daughter lives in 

California and our son in Virginia), we alternate Thanksgiving and 

Christmas between the east coast and west coast. This is our year to be on 

the east coast for Thanksgiving. But it was unlike any other east coast 

Thanksgiving we have ever had. 

Instead of being at our son’s home, we met him and his family at Sunset 

Beach. Instead of turkey for Thursday’s menu, we had red snapper and 

shrimp. Instead of pumpkin pie for dessert, we had Chocolate Chip Turtle 

Cheesecake. And, instead of watching the Macy Thanksgiving Day Parade 

on tv, we participated in the Calabash Turkey Trot and costume contest. 

(Actually, we walked the Mashed Potato Miler which is a step above the 

Couch Potato Crawl.) It was all VERY different and VERY wonderful! 

Traditions in church life are just as important as traditions in family life.  

However, when we become more concerned with going through the 

motions than with following the Spirit of God we have wandered from the 

path of following Jesus. Several years ago, a Christian book came out 



titled, “The Seven Last Words of the Church.” The basis of the book was 

that if the Church Universal ever ceases to exist, the last words she utters 

will be, “We never tried it that way before.” 

The Pharisees in Jesus’ day were so focused on maintaining the status quo 

they couldn’t see the Living Word standing right in front of them. Jesus told 

them, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order 

to observe your own traditions.”  (Mark 7:9) I pray we will be willing to let go 

of old ways of doing things so we can grab hold of better things.  

I’m pretty sure the Turkey Trot will be a new tradition for our family. Even if 

it means leaving the couch! 

 

 


