
Hunkered 

Down 

Homilies – 

Noise 

 

Maybe nothing 

puts me in the 

Christmas spirit 

like singing 

“Silent Night” 

on Christmas 

Eve.  When I 

was pastor of a 

church in the Piedmont, we would always close our Christmas Eve service 

at midnight by carrying our lighted candles out into the night, singing that 

beautiful song.  Sometimes we would even have snow falling as we sang 

into the darkness. 

But I’m wondering if the night of Jesus’ birth was really all that silent.  The 

inns and taverns in Bethlehem were full of people with shared ancestry.  

You know there was a lot of catching up to do.  The barn where Jesus was 

born may have been filled with animals not used to all the strangers.  Then 

there were the angels singing and the shepherds glorifying and praising.  

I’ve never really bought the line “and little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.”  

How many babies do you know like that? 

So, if it had been a noisy night for Jesus, I just want to say to the little guy, 

“Welcome to our world!”   

I’m not sure what Christmas morning will look like at your house – or sound 

like.  We will be with our daughter and her family in California, so I know 

there will be lots of laughter and lots of squeals as packages are ripped 

open and presents revealed.  There will be clanging of pots and pans as 

meals are prepared and lots of talking about how good the food is.  They 

usually have friends over for Christmas dinner and they add to the decibel 

level as well. 



But rather than hiding from all the noise, I like it.  The noise reminds me of 

the joy and excitement surrounding Jesus’ birth.  The sounds of people 

celebrating and sharing life hint at what I believe heaven will sound like.  

When we all sit around the Father’s table in the Kingdom, I am certain 

Jesus will be the one laughing the hardest… and the loudest. 

I can’t wait for Christmas with all it’s noise and chaos.  And, if it gets to be 

too much, I can always take out my hearing aids.  (Shh… don’t tell.) 

So, to all of you I wish a very Merry and Noisy Christmas! 

 

 


