
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Crew 

We finally made it back to 

the east coast after 2 ½ 

weeks in California.  To be 

honest, we were a little 

anxious about flying 

across the country, with 

Covid cases surging again.  

Although the flights were 

full and the airports busy, 

everyone was masked and 

everyone behaved.   

All was good until we got 

to Charlotte on the way 

home.  We got a notice 

that our flight was delayed 

one hour, then two hours.  We ended up spending six hours at the 

Charlotte airport before they put us on the plane to ILM. 

There was no mechanical failure on our plane.  The weather had not 

caused a delay on connecting flights that caused us to wait.  It turns out, 

the delay was because they didn’t have a crew to fly the plane!  So many 

flight crew members were out with Covid they had to fly a crew in from 

Flint, Michigan to fly the final 29 minutes of our trip.  I volunteered to serve 

beverages on the flight but they politely said “No.” 

I guess it should be obvious that no matter how nice the plane is or how 

carefully the flight plan is made, without a crew you can’t get anywhere.  

Each person on the crew has their own specific duties, but each one is vital 

to a safe and happy flight. 

The same is true in church.  Every person on our staff plays a significant 

role in making sure the church moves toward the Kingdom of God.  Every 

deacon cares for a portion of our church membership.  Every person on the 

Leadership Council and every committee member keeps us moving in the 

right direction.  Every volunteer from the nursery to the prison ministry 

serves someone important to God. 



We have been told that we will soon meet a candidate for our Senior Pastor 

position.  It is an awesome responsibility to lead a church as Senior Pastor.  

Not unlike the pilot of a commercial airliner, there are a lot of lives at stake 

both inside and outside the craft. 

I hope you will join me in praying for our prospective pastor.  Pray that God 

will guide their decision – and ours.  We have places to go.   

Hopefully without a delay. 

 

 

 


