
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Famous 

We gave a new game 

to our grandchildren 

for Christmas – Five-

Second Rule.  

Despite the intriguing 

title, the game has 

nothing to do with 

eating food off the 

floor.  The rules of the 

game are simple; you 

have to come up with 

three things that fit a 

certain category in a 

five second time 

frame.  Some of the 

categories are: 3 things you take on a picnic, 3 things you eat for breakfast, 

3 movies with aliens – that kind of stuff. 

One of the categories my grandson drew was 3 famous Johns.  Try it.  You 

have five seconds.  You might have come up with John Lennon, John 

Glenn, Pope John.  My grandson, without hesitating said, “John 

Kimbrough.”  (If you are not familiar with John Kimbrough, he is the Minister 

of Modern Worship at First Baptist Wilmington.)  I should tell you that his 

other two answers were, “John Deere” and “Port-a-John.”   

Our grandson lives in Los Angeles and has only been to church with us a 

few times, so we thought it was striking that he would come up with John 

Kimbrough’s name so quickly.  They have heard John sing and they have 

heard us talk about John’s ministry at our church, but otherwise they have 

had very little contact with him.  Still, they know he is a child of God who 

uses his gifts to honor God.  In their minds, that makes him famous. 

Isn’t that true for all us of who are children of God and who are trying to 

honor God with our lives?  Whether our service is teaching or singing or 

giving or praying.  Whether we are serving children, youth, senior adults or 

our own family, the work we do in the name of Jesus makes an impact on 



others.  And God notices as well.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, anyone who 

gives you a cup of water in my name… will certainly not lose their reward.”  

(Mark 9:41)   

I’ve always been a little leery of those who talk about getting “stars in their 

crown” when they get to heaven.  It sounds sort of self-serving to be 

focused on the reward.  Then I read in Revelation 4, “The twenty-four 

elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him… They 

lay their crowns before the throne and say, ‘You are worthy, Our Lord and 

God…’”  Whatever praise or recognition we might receive, we can pass on 

to the One who is worthy.   

Let’s make Jesus famous. 

 

 


