
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – 

Beside You 

After two snowed-

out weekends and 

threat of rain for 

the third, we finally 

were able to 

celebrate the 

marriage of two of 

our friends on the 

strand at Sunset 

Beach.  The 

wedding was an 

intimate affair with 

a total of five people in attendance but still it was a beautiful ceremony for a 

beautiful couple. 

The rain predicted for the wedding date never materialized, though the 

warm air over the cold ocean water made for a hazy, foggy backdrop to the 

wedding.  This picture was taken after the ceremony as the bride and 

groom set out walking into the fog.  Because the couple are pretty much my 

age, it seemed fitting that they couldn’t see very far ahead.  There are a lot 

of uncertainties once you qualify for AARP. 

Of course, no couple leaves their wedding with a really clear picture of what 

their future holds.  We cannot anticipate the challenges, the joys, the 

surprises or the tragedies that lie before us.  The promise we make on our 

wedding day is that, whatever we face in the future, we will face together. 

After all isn’t that what love is?  A commitment to walk beside another no 

matter what the cost.  Whether the other is a spouse, a friend, a child or a 

fellow believer, to say “I love you” is to say “I am here for you.”   

In the book of Genesis, God recognized that the man needed someone 

else to make his life complete.  God said, “I will make a helper suitable for 

him.”  The term “helper” is better translated, “One to walk beside him.”  It is 

the same word used for the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.  The same 

Spirit who guides, strengthens and encourages us. 



The Bible tells us that “God so loved the world that He sent his only Son.”  

He sent Jesus to be with us, teach us and to give his life for us.  Jesus 

extends that love even further by promising, “I am not going to leave you 

alone in the world - I am coming to you.” (John 14:18) Because the Spirit of 

Christ is with us and in us, we are not alone.  He is here walking beside us.  

Through the valleys and on the mountaintops, he is here. 

Whatever our future looks like, we have someone who loves us.  We are 

not alone. 

 

 


