
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – The End 

 

While we were in 

Virginia, ENan and I 

made a trek down to the 

Blue Ridge Tunnel.  

This tunnel was an 

engineering spectacle 

when it was completed 

in the mid-1800s.  Built 

to connect two railroad 

lines, the tunnel travels 

nearly a mile through 

the mountains.  It is now 

a popular walking trail 

suitable for all types of 

weather. 

The light in the 

background of the 

tunnel was the sunlight 

shining through the eastern entrance.  We could not help but think of the 

old adage, “What if the light at the end of the tunnel is actually the headlight 

of an oncoming train?”  Because the tracks have been removed, we felt 

pretty safe walking. 

Several times over the last couple of years I have pondered that same 

adage.  Just when it looked like we were at the end of Covid, another 

variant came barreling down on us.  Just when we thought it was safe to 

resume life as normal, the surge in cases suggested caution “just a little 

while longer.”  Just when the Pastor Search Committee seemed close to 

presenting a candidate for our senior pastor position, we were told, “Not 

there yet.” 

With the vote of the congregation this past Sunday, we now have a new 

pastor for First Baptist Church.  It has been a long and at times dark tunnel 



going through Covid and other crises without a senior pastor.  But there is 

light at the end of the tunnel!  We are almost there. 

I feel strongly, however, that what we now see and feel is not the end of the 

tunnel.  Don’t panic!  I don’t believe the calling of Barrett Owen as our 

senior pastor will be a train wreck either.  You see, what we discovered at 

the other end of the Blue Ridge Tunnel is an opening into a whole new 

world.  The landscape was different.  The temperature was different.  The 

opportunities on the other end were limitless.  It wasn’t an end but a 

beginning. 

That is how I see the road ahead for First Baptist Church.  The Bible says, 

“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”  

(Isaiah 43:19)  We can walk with confidence into the light of God.   

 

 

 


