
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Thin Ice 

 

ENan and I slipped 

away for a few days 

to celebrate the 

birthdays of our son 

and his two 

daughters.  We 

decided to go to 

Massanutten Ski 

Resort, not for the 

skiing but for the 

mountain hiking and 

indoor swimming 

pool. What we didn’t 

know was that the 

resort had also set 

up a small ice-

skating rink for the 

winter season – with 

real ice! 

Naturally, I assumed the role of coach and instructor.  I helped my 

granddaughters until they felt confident enough to skate on their own.  I 

then skated alongside ENan to make sure she didn’t fall.  The photo shows 

some of my confidence and skating skills.  Had the photo been taken five 

seconds later, it would have shown me sprawled out on the ice, holding my 

injured elbow and my wounded pride. 

Truth is, I am not much of a skater – or skier.  I do better with both of my 

feet firmly planted on the ground. 

The thing that really knocked me off my feet (pardon the pun), however, 

was when I thought back to the night before.  We sat on the sofa – the 

warm, cushioned sofa – watching the Winter Olympics.  I saw skaters 

stumble during a triple kowtow (isn’t that what they call it?) and I groaned, 



“Oh come on!”  I saw skiers lose traction and miss a gate while speeding 

downhill at 70 mph and I commented, “How pitiful!” 

When I reflected on how difficult it was for me to inch my way around a little 

piece of ice, I was convicted of my judgmental attitude. 

It is easy to be critical of others who are out there giving their best.  We find 

fault with teachers, parents, athletes, medical personnel and even church 

folks.  We have little patience for errors and gaps.  We are quick to throw 

out a criticism on Facebook or face-to-face.  It takes on a different feel 

when we are the ones on the line. 

The Bible asks, “Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?” (Romans 

14:4)  Before we criticize others – and this is especially true with those who 

serve God – we need to try standing in their shoes.  Or wearing their 

skates. 

 

 


