
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Foolish 

Although he is not 

yet on site, our new 

pastor wanted to join 

our staff meeting last 

week, so we all met 

by Zoom.  Naturally, 

the church staff 

wanted to put our 

best foot forward, so 

someone suggested that we should dress up for the occasion.  What you 

see above is the result.  I’m not sure that is what they meant by “dress up.” 

Communication is a strange thing.  What we think we have said clearly can 

be misunderstood in many different ways.  Alan Greenspan is credited with 

saying, “I know you think you understand what you thought I said but I’m 

not sure you realize that what you heard is not what I meant.” 

There are people in our church who might remember our first-grade 

teacher telling me, “Stop talking, turn around and keep your eyes on the 

board.”  I did what the teacher said.  I closed my mouth, stood and did a 

little spin, then went and put my face up against the blackboard.  (OK, 

maybe I was a little bit of a smart-aleck back then.) 

Years later I found how easy it is for words to come out that were not 

intended.  I was preaching a powerful sermon on the importance of 

choosing Christ over things of the world.  I had found a beautiful quote from 

the church father St. Augustine where he said upon choosing Christ, “That 

from which I feared to be parted it was now a joy to surrender.”  In my 

enthusiasm, I inadvertently switched the “f” in “feared” and the “p” in 

“parted” and the sermon took on a whole new direction!  It is no wonder 

Paul asked his friends in Colossae, “Please pray that I will make the 

message as clear as possible.” (Colossians 4:4) 

He also said to them, “Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt.” (Colossians 4:6)  Because we are all human and 

prone to speak or hear incorrectly, it provides us with a lot of opportunities 

for grace.  Giving someone the benefit of the doubt when a comment feels 



especially prickly.  Asking the second question to clarify a statement that 

feels inappropriate.  Pausing to make sure the words we speak are the 

right words at the right time.   

After all, nobody wants to look foolish. 

 

 


