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Last week our oldest 

Virginia granddaughter 

was in the musical 

“Matilda.”  The truth is, she 

WAS Matilda.  She had 

lots of singing and 

speaking parts in the 

show, so naturally we 

made the drive up to 

Virginia to see opening 

night.  My totally unbiased 

critique is that she was 

amazing.  She hit every note and every cue and received a well-deserved 

standing ovation at the end of the show. 

As exciting as it was to watch the play, there was a part of the experience 

that was also disturbing.  The adults in the play – and I’m sure the script 

was written this way – were hateful to the children.  Matilda’s father spoke 

only in harsh tones and dismissive attitudes.  The school principal called 

the children “revolting.”  Thank heavens Matilda had the courage to stand 

up for herself, the other children and even for some verbally abused adults.  

Matilda’s theme song was, “That’s not right, and if it’s not right, you’ve got 

to make it right!” 

Matilda reminds me of another champion on behalf of children.  Jesus 

always treated children like “real people.”  When the disciples tried to shoo 

the children away, Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”  (Matthew 

19:14)  When the chief priests tried to silence the children shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” Jesus encouraged their heartfelt praise. 

(Matthew 21:15-16) 

Children learn by watching.  When they see their parents and other adults 

whom they admire speaking with love and respect, they echo those tones 

in their own conversations.  When they see parents praying before a meal, 

they grow up believing thankfulness is a natural response to God’s 



goodness.  When they watch adults following Jesus, they are more likely to 

want to follow too. 

Setting the right example does not guarantee that our children will follow.  

After all, God started out with two children and look how they turned out!  

Still, it is a valid question, “Who are tomorrow’s leaders following today?” 

For someone, it is probably you. 

 

 


