
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Bright 

 

Those who attended 

Tuesday Noon 

Church this week 

participated in an 

interactive learning 

moment.  Everyone 

was given a pair of 

sunglasses to 

illustrate a certain 

point in the message.  

The sermon came 

from the story in Luke about the couple who encountered Jesus on the 

road to Emmaus.  They walked with him for miles without recognizing who 

he was.  (At this point we all wore our dark glasses to demonstrate the 

darkness of doubt and fear.) The couple invited Jesus to share a meal and, 

as he broke bread with them, their eyes were opened.  In that moment they 

saw not only Jesus but also the truth of his death and resurrection.  (At this 

point we all removed the dark glasses to reflect the sight – and insight – 

that come from faith.) 

As we were cleaning up and saying good-byes, one of our faithful TNC 

folks approached me and said, “Thanks for the message but I thought you 

were going in a different direction.  When I saw the sunglasses, I was 

expecting to hear, “The future of First Baptist Church looks so bright we 

have to wear shades!”  All I could say was, “Amen to that!” 

The future of First Baptist Church does look particularly encouraging.  Our 

new pastor started work this week.  Barrett Owen is a gifted preacher with 

a pastor’s heart and a genuine desire to see God create an authentic 

Christian community.   

The real source of my optimism, however, is the same power that opened 

the eyes of the two in Emmaus.  It is the same power that transformed a 

group of cowardly disciples into witnesses who changed the course of the 



world.  It is the same power that has healed broken people, broken families 

and broken nations.  It is the power of the risen Lord Jesus. 

Jesus said, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I too am 

working.”  (John 5:17)  God is calling us to see the ways He is working in 

our world and then to join Him in that work.  And when we commit 

ourselves to joining Him, He gives us the power we need to do things we 

thought were impossible. 

Keep your eyes open.  Our future is truly bright! 

 

 


