
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – 

Following 

 

Since Saturday 

was such a 

beautiful day, we 

decided to take 

on the traffic and 

the crowds and 

head downtown 

to watch the 

Azalea Festival Parade.  We snagged a spot in the sun and out of the wind 

– perfect for parade watching. 

The parade stirred up a lot of memories from Azalea Parades when I was 

growing up in Wilmington.  I remember the bands being loud and the 

Shriner cars being fast.  I remember being a little leery of the clowns as 

they danced by.  

And I remember Roy Rogers riding in the parade. (I have tried to confirm 

this memory with several of my peers but anyone old enough to remember 

that far back can’t remember that far back!)  Whoever was on the horse, 

my mother says she turned her head for a second and next thing she knew 

I was halfway down Front Street chasing after him.  I don’t recall my 

thought process at the time; I just knew he was my hero and I wanted to go 

with him. 

As I have read the Biblical accounts of Palm Sunday this week, I’ve been 

thinking the scene must have been very similar to the Azalea Parade – 

minus the Shriner cars.  There were large crowds lining the street.  There 

was a lot of noise and excitement.   Everyone was straining to see the 

celebrity of the season – Jesus of Nazareth.  I can imagine one or two 

rambunctious kids even chasing Jesus and his donkey down the road. 

But following Jesus means more than a half-block sprint.  Following Jesus 

involves a life-time of decisions and actions that lead us closer to the one 

who came from heaven and “lived among us.”  (John 1:14).  This coming 



Sunday – Easter Sunday – we will witness the testimony through baptism 

of eight individuals who have decided to be followers of Jesus.  They have 

their entire lives ahead of them to follow Jesus, to serve Jesus and to lead 

others to Jesus. 

Our church’s mission is “to become and to help others become fully 

devoted followers of Christ.”  That is a parade I want to be a part of. 

 

 


