
Hunkered Down 

Homilies – Saints 

 

I love the stained-glass 

windows in our church 

building on the corner of 

Fifth and Market.  To be 

honest, I don’t always 

spend a lot of time 

studying them on Sunday 

mornings, what with 

singing and praying and 

listening to all the great 

preaching. But one day 

this week I walked around 

inside the empty 

sanctuary, looking at the 

beautiful colors and 

patterns of the glass. 

I started reminiscing about 

the church I attended as a 

child.  I paid a lot of 

attention to everything in 

church back then – 

everything except the 

sermon and the music and the prayers.  I especially loved watching the 

sunlight streaming through the stained-glass windows.  Each of the 

windows depicted a scene with some unnamed character.  I remember 

asking my grandfather who the people were in the windows.  “Those are 

saints,” he replied. 

Some time later my Sunday School teacher asked the class if we knew 

what a saint was.  Immediately I threw my hand in the air and said, “I know.  

A saint is someone the light shines through!” 

That may not have been the response my teacher was looking for but I 

stand by my answer.  A saint is not someone who is looking for attention or 



applause for their service.  A saint is someone who gives sacrificially and 

loves unconditionally so that God will be seen more clearly.  Jesus said, 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16) 

I agree with CS Lewis who wrote, “Don’t shine so that others can see you.  

Shine so that through you, others can see Him.”  Followers of Christ are 

called to be transparent, allowing others to see how God is working in our 

lives and letting His glory show.  We are not called to be exhibitionists, 

drawing attention to ourselves hoping we gain some personal glory. 

John the Baptist was a saint.  He said, “Jesus must become more 

important while I become less important.”  (John 3:30)  Jesus is the one 

who deserves our attention. 

 

 


