
Hunkered 

Down Homilies 

– The View 

ENan and I 

made it back 

from our Great 

Smoky 

Mountain 

adventure.  We 

did some 

touristy things – 

like Dollywood 

and the 

Gatlinburg Sky Bridge (that’s the longest pedestrian suspension bridge in 

the US, and it has a glass bottom in the middle!).  We did some outdoor 

things like hiking to waterfalls and along river trails.  We saw deer grazing 

and wild turkeys trotting and spied a total of 12 black bears – from a not-

quite-far-enough distance. 

One of the coolest adventures was a hike up a short but very steep trail to 

Clingman’s Dome.  Clingman’s Dome is the highest peak in Tennessee 

and the third highest peak in the eastern United States.  The Park Rangers 

say that from the peak on a very clear day you can see up to 100 miles, 

including seven states!  We happened to catch the Dome on a bright and 

sunny morning and the view was spectacular! 

Standing on top of “Old Smoky” I thought of “On top of spaghetti, all 

covered with cheese, I lost my poor meatball when somebody sneezed…”  

(I can’t help it that my brain works like that.) 

Then I remembered the passage from the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus 

was tempted by the devil.  After tempting Jesus to turn stones into bread 

and to leap from the top of the temple, Satan pulls out one more attempt to 

turn Jesus away from God’s plan for his life.  “Again, the devil took him to a 

very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor.  ‘All this I will give you if you will bow down and worship me.’”  

(Matthew 4:8-9) 



I certainly could not see all the kingdoms of the world and I did not hear the 

devil’s voice from the mountaintop, but I have experienced temptations and 

have felt Satan’s attempts to turn me away from my calling.  So I draw 

comfort from the scripture that says Jesus “has been tempted in every way, 

just as we are – yet he did not sin.”  The verse continues, “Let us then 

approach God’s throne of grace with confidence…”  (Hebrews 4:15-16) 

Jesus understands our weaknesses.  Jesus is there to help us in our time 

of need.  Jesus sees our struggles.   

From the mountains all the way to the sea. 

 

 


