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F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  W I L M I N G T O N
The Advent  Issue

 SAT  |  DEC 1
 Children's Ministry

More details on page 6.

SUN  |  DEC 2 
Meet at 3pm at the 

Activities Center!

DEC 16 & 17
Details on page 6.

DEC 7-8-9 
25th Anniversary -
Details on page 7.

SAT  |  DEC 15
Details on page 3.

TUES  |  DEC 4 & 11
Tuesday Noon Church is BACK 

at the Activities Center. Join 
us for the Annual Christmas 

Lunch on Dec 11!

DEC 24
Christmas Eve Services

4pm, 6pm & 11pm.

TUES  |  DEC 4
FBC Brunswick Families 

Covered Dish Supper

Repeat the Sounding Joy  |  Phil. 4:4-9  
Regular Schedule

Inexpressible Joy  |  1 Peter 1:3-9 
Regular Schedule

Unexpected Joy  |  Luke 1:5-25  
One Service at 10:30am  |  SS from 9-10:15am

Joy to the World  |  Luke 2:8-11
One Service at 10:30am  |  SS from 9-10:15am

What Are You Looking For?  |  Matthew 2:1-12
One Service at 10:30am  |  No SS

MAY THE 
GOD OF HOPE 
 fill you with joy 

and peace 
AS YOU TRUST 

IN HIM.

CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICE

LOVE DOES
RECOVERY DAY

OVER THE BRIDGE
DINNER

TUESDAY NOON
LUNCH

CHRISTMAS
AT FIRST BAPTIST

CHRISTMAS
AT THE COVE

CHRISTMAS
CAROLING

12/2

12/9

12/16

12/23

12/30

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

CELEBRATE
CHRISTMAS
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SURPRISED BY JOY
I noticed something today as I wandered through the first few chapters
of Matthew and Luke.  Nothing about the first Christmas was what 
people expected. Not one thing.

Elizabeth couldn't have a baby and Mary didn't want one just yet. 
Joseph's fiancé was about to give birth and he got to tell her that 
the government wants them to take a road trip on a donkey.  Jesus' first bed        
wasn't a crib but a cattle stall.  The first people to come see him weren't Mary's parents but a 
bunch of guys who smelled like sheep. Some astrologers from the East decide that a star is 
leading them to find a new king.  They went looking for him in the palace in the capital city 
but finally found him six miles south in a small town barn.

I don't know about you but most of the time when I'm making a list and checking it twice, it's 
the list of things I'll suggest to my family that I'd like for Christmas. It's safer that way. Shirt and 
tie - check! New University of Oklahoma cap - check!  And then Christmas comes and I've got a 
brief bit of momentary joy from adding a few things I wanted but didn't want to buy myself to 
add to the things that I own.

But if that first Christmas is any indication, maybe I need to let God be in charge of my joy 
this Christmas. In that first Christmas no one got what they were expecting, but everyone 
came away not with a brief moment of joy, but an overwhelming, life-changing, world-altering 
amount of joy. Now that is what I call JOY!

What about you? What might happen for you this Christmas season if you let God be in charge 
of your joy? What new things might God do for you and through you this season? Wouldn't 
you like to find out? My prayer for myself and for all of us this Christmas is that no matter how 
many times we have celebrated this season, that this year God might fill us with renewed joy.

DECEMBER 15
Join the Transitions Sunday School Class on Saturday, December 
15th. They have decided to use Love Does Recovery Day as their 
Christmas class gathering to help folks whose homes have been 
damaged due to the hurricane. They invite you to join them. 

There is something for everyone! Sign up at fbcwilmington.org. 

LOVE DOES RECOVERY DAY
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LOVE DOES RECOVERY DAY

Christmas at  First  BaptistChristmas at  First  Baptist

TH25

W I L M I N G T O N ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 7:30 PM 
SATURDAY MATINEE: 3 PM

DOORS OPEN 1 HOUR PRIOR TO 
PERFORMANCE & ADMISSION IS FREE

AN OFFERING WILL BE COLLECTED 
FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

DEC    2018       7            8           9

EXPERIENCE THE WONDER OF 
CHRISTMAS THROUGH TIMELESS 

CAROLS PERFORMED BY THE 
CHANCEL CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA IN 

THE 25TH ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 
OF CHRISTMAS AT FIRST BAPTIST.

SAT SUNFRI

Every year, audience 
members from across the 

Southeast tell me 'this' is the start 
of their Christmas, and many of our orchestra 
members call this the “best gig in town.” This 
year, we are celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of “Christmas at First Baptist,” and we are 
able to offer this gift to our community every 
year because of the ongoing dedication and 
support of our church and the tireless
dedication and faithfulness of our Chancel 
Choir. 
The vision that Kurt Wachtel set for us so 
many years ago, his hard work and 
dedication inspired the choir, many of whom 
have sung every year, and the orchestra, 
whose long-lasting relationships with Kurt 
and loyalty to this program made my 
transition as smooth as possible when I “took 
the reins” in 2015. We hope that you will join 
us again on December 7-8-9 to recognize this 
meaningful milestone, and to take part in 
this wonderful FBC tradition! 

With love, Steven (Thomason)

During one of my conversations with Mike Queen, 
not long after I arrived in Wilmington, November 1, 
1992, he asked me what kind of vision I had for the 
Music Ministry here at FBC. That was not a difficult question for me 
to answer, as I had been thinking about it even before my arrival.
I told him I wanted to create an event which would be recognized as 
being synonymous with the mission and ministry of FBC, 
Wilmington - but, as of yet, I hadn’t been in town long enough to 
know what was already being offered to the community.
About four months later I went to Mike and told him of my idea for 
“Christmas at First Baptist,” BUT that it was going to cost some 
money. Much more money than was currently in the Music Budget. 
He asked me to put together some figures and he would take it to 
Finance. 
Well, in August we went to work and the excitement it generated 
caught hold and more and more people showed up who wanted to 
sing. The Sanctuary was filled to capacity for that first performance 
and 3 years later (I think) we added a second performance. 
It is indeed gratifying that Steven has chosen to continue the 
tradition. Thank you all for attending, inviting friends and making the 
people from Myrtle Beach, Raleigh, Greensboro, Winston Salem and 
so many other places who came to attend the concert feel so very 
welcome - as only First Baptist can do.

Love you all, Kurt (Wachtel)
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Bringing Joy
2

As you find yourself waiting 
this Advent season - in line, 

in traffic - imagine Mary 
wondering, preparing,
 waiting for the birth of 

the Christ child.
Luke 1:31 

4
More than any manger 

scene, you will be the Christ 
that people see this Advent.  
How will they know the joy 
Jesus brings through you?

John 1:34

5
Light a candle of hope and 

joy in a dark place in the 
world today.
Matthew 5:15

3
Share the joy of Immanuel – 
God with Us – by spending 
time with someone who is 

lonely or hurting.
Matthew 1:23

10 11 12 13
Mary knew the joy of being 
a servant of the Lord.  Look 
for an opportunity today to 
quietly take something off 
of someone else’s plate – a 

task, not a cookie!
Luke 1:38

When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child 

in her womb leaped for joy.  
Who can you encourage 

with your presence today?
Luke 1:41-42

Rejoice in God’s word.  Read 
the Christmas story today. 
Listen for how God speaks 

to you, how he calls you to a 
more generous love.

Colossians 3:16

Holding back forgiveness 
from someone robs us 
of our joy.  Jesus made 

forgiveness possible for us 
so that we could share his 
forgiving love with others.  
Share the forgiveness that 

you have been withholding.
Luke 6:37

6
Put out luminaries along 

your sidewalk guiding 
others to your door. Let 

them be a reminder of how 
God makes a way for us in 

this world. 
Philippians 2:15

7
Donate food, clothing, or 
blankets to a shelter that 

someone else might know 
the joy of a warm bed, of a 

full stomach.
Matthew 8:20

8
Holidays can be hard on the 
brokenhearted.  Share the 
joy of a listening ear and a 
compassionate spirit with 
someone who needs both.

Isaiah 61:1

9
Take a blanket outside and 

marvel at the display of 
stars.  Take joy in the God 
who knows each one, and 

who knows you as well.
Matthew 2:2

"But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you  

good news that will cause great  joy for all the people. 

TO THE 
WORLD
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17
Create some space in 

your day today for God; a 
quiet time where you can 
empty your cares and be 
filled with grace and joy.

Psalm 46:10

14
Buy an ornament that 
best captures the joy of 
Christmas and give it to 

someone else.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-17

15
The word Bethlehem means 
House of Bread. Make some 

Bethlehem Bread and share a 
loaf with a neighbor.

Luke 2:4

16
Unto us a child is born… 
and his name shall be 

called… Prince of Peace.  
Find a way to be a 
peacemaker today.

Matthew 5:9

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 

is the Messiah, Christ  the Lord.'" - Luke 2:10-11

Bringing JoyTO THE 
WORLD

21
Think about a beloved 

holiday tradition that has 
endured throughout the 
years.  Thank God for the 

joy it has brought you.  Let 
it bear witness to you of 
the constant nature and 

love of our God.
Hebrews 13:8

19
Invite someone over for dinner 
or cider or Christmas cookies.  
It is through community that 
faith becomes deeply rooted 

and thrives.
Acts 2:42

18
Bring a small Christmas 
gift to someone who is 

homebound or in a nursing 
home.  Remind them that 
they are not forgotten, that 
God’s is an everlasting love.

Jeremiah 31:3

Pay for the person in 
line behind you in the 

drive-thru today, reminding 
yourself of the gift of grace 
that is ours in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:7

20

23
How will you shine Jesus’ 
light today?  A secret gift 
given?  Calling someone 

who lives alone?  
Inviting someone to 

church?  Helping a mom 
with her children so she 

can finish her shopping?
Matthew 5:14

24
Write a letter of gratitude to 
God today.  Give thanks for 

Jesus on the eve of his birth.  
Think about the ways that 

his coming brings grace and 
abundant joy to your life.
Open that letter with the 

rest of your gifts on 
Christmas morning. 

Romans 15:13

25
Joy to the World, the Lord 

has come!  Let earth receive 
her King! Let every heart 
prepare him room, and 
heaven and nature sing.

Merry Christmas!

Write down a treasured 
story of faith – yours or 

a relatives – and share it 
with your family.

Luke 2:19

22



Celebrate Christmas
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

A Christmas service 
led by kids for kids. All 
kids ages 2 year to 5th 
grade are encouraged 
to take on a role and 
join the pageant as we 
share in the Christmas 
story, carols, and 

children’s sermon together. Afterward, we 
will make crafts and eat Happy Birthday 
Jesus cake in the Fellowship Hall. For 
day-of details, visit the Children's page at 
fbcwilmington.org. 

Christmas MERRY

FOR “BIG KIDS” (10+)
▶ $20 Gift cards to WAL-MART
▶ Skateboards / Razor Scooters
▶ Purses, jewelry GIFT SETS
▶ Axe, Bath & Body Works GIFT SETS
▶ Hats, scarves, gloves GIFT SETS
▶ Ear buds, BIG headphones
▶ Under Armor | Nike Socks, Sweats
▶ Nike draw string bag

FOR BOYS (2-10)
▶ Balls (football, soccer, volleyball, basketball)
▶ Remote control cars
▶ Legos Sets ($10 and up)
▶ Trains, Trucks
▶ T-ball sets
▶ Action figures / SuperHero figures
▶ Skateboards / Razor Scooters

GIFT SUNDAY 12/16
FAMILIES SHOP 12/17
The parents of over 300 children will 
shop for gifts this year at our annual 
Christmas at the Cove TOY STORE 

on Monday, December 17 at the 
Activities Center. 

Our goal is to provide 3 gifts per 
child, therefore we invite families of 
our church to donate 3 GIFTS with 
hopes of fully meeting the needs of 

our families. Our parents will choose 
toys from gift tables sorted by value. 
The $25-$35 toy table is always our 

lowest stocked, therefore we ask 
everyone to bring at least one gift in 

this price range.

Bring your NEW & UNWRAPPED 
gifts to worship on Sunday, 

December 16 at 10:30am. You may 
also take them to the Activities 
Center before December 14.

If you prefer, you may donate cash 
or checks and we will be glad to do 
your shopping for you. Turn your toy 
shopping money into the FBC office 

by Friday, December 14.

Volunteers are needed to work 
Sunday afternoon (12/16), Monday 

(12/17) during the day helping to set 
up the Toy Store and Monday 

evening with the event. To help, 
contact Denise Griffin at 

denisegriffin306@gmail.com.

     Thank You for your generous support of this 
ministry to our community. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

FOR THE GIRLS (2-10)
▶ Purses
▶ Dress-up clothes/jewelry
▶ Playdoh sets
▶ Board games/art sets
▶ Small riding toys
▶ Craft sets

FOR BABIES 
(UNDER 2)
▶ Toddler toys
▶ Bibs, socks, blankets
▶ Beginner Toys
▶ Car Seat Toys
▶ Small riding toys

Youth Tree Lot
OPEN NOW - DEC 8

Support our Youth 
at the FBC Youth 
Christmas Tree Lot! 
This year, walk up sales 
are encouraged! Our 
trees and wreaths are 
prepared fresh right 
here in North Carolina 

from world famous Barr Evergreens in Ashe 
County. Cards will be available at check out 
to designate your purchase 'credits' to a 
member of the youth group. 
TREE LOT HOURS AT ACTIVITIES CENTER:
M-F  5-8pm  | SAT  9am-8pm  |  SUN  1-8pm
TREES: 6'-$45;  7'-$55;  8'-$65;  9'-$90;  10'-$110 
FRASER WREATHS: 28" $30 & 34" $40
TREE STANDS: $10  |  DELIVERY: $20

Youth Ministry 
EVENTS

Sunday, Dec 16 after 11am
service: Pizza Party and 
transport Christmas Gifts for 
Toy Store

Sunday, Dec 16: Youth 
Christmas Party 5:30-7:30PM

Monday, Dec 17: Youth Mission 
Night at Christmas at the Cove

DEC
16 & 17



CONNECT
New members who 
have joined our 
church this year.

SERVE
Individuals who 
participated in hands 
on missions through 
FBC this year. 

GIVE
Individual families 
who supported the 
mission and ministry 
of God through our 
church this year.

$  168,737.00
$  256,298.97
$  1,623,488.00
$  1,572,949.56
$  37,088.39
$  293,895.68

WORSHIP & GROW
This number includes participant engagement in

 the following opportunities for worship and
 discipleship each week.

280
194
21

363

41

517

516

8:50 am
11:00 am

karen
SUNDAY SCHOOl

week of OCT
7

OCT
14

OCT
21

OCT
28

281
242
31

408

277
171
49

403

220
311

0
354

FINANCIALS
MISSION UPDATE

Goals 
Receipts

YTD Goals
YTD Receipts

Special Collections
YTD Special

 Collections

TOM & FRAN 
ALEXANDER
Welcome Tom and Fran 
Alexander into the First 
Baptist family! Tom and Fran 
moved to Wilmington from 
Houston, Texas upon 
retirement from the petroleum 
industry and after 
experiencing the loss of a 
home due to Hurricane 
Harvey. Tom and Fran are 
lifetime learners and deeply 
rooted in their faith. We look 

forward to Tom joining our Mosaic Teaching team and 
both of them using their gifts to bless our church family.

FEEDING MINISTRY
In memory of Oscar Norris 

by Joan O. Norris

In memory of Jerry Porter 
by Vickie Porter

In memory of John Bohm 
by Joan B. Marshall

POINSETTIAS IN HONOR OF:
Jenny, Nancy, and Madeline Braswell 

by Ron Braswell

Steven's SS Class: Gene, Kelly, Ken and 
Michael by Ron Braswell

Our grandaughters: Kamryn, Katherine, and 
Morgan by Harriett and Burke Lennon

Caroline by Bob De Haas

Audrey, Graham, Sadie, Judah and their 
parents by Dwight and Sandra Davis

BLESSED BY OUR GROWTH

GIFTS IN HONOR & MEMORY
GENERAL FUND:

In memory of Tommy Millard 
by Sid and Donna Livingston
by Susan and Carlton Prickett

In memory of Donna Armstrong 
by Susan and Carlton Prickett

In memory of John Bohm 
by Brook and Margaret Lindbert

MUSIC MINISTRY
In honor of Marriage of 

Ed Nesselroade and Wanda Porter 
by Ed and Dee Worrell

MISSIONS & MINISTRY
In memory of Donna Armstrong 

by Jack and Beth Upton

YOUTH MINISTRY
In memory of Ruth Bryan Morrison 

by Tracy and Donna Bryan

BAPTIST MEN
In honor of Harglin Schauss 

by Bud and Ann Davis

POINSETTIAS IN MEMORY OF:
Dan & Donna Armstrong by Dwight and Lynne Collins

Kent Harmon by Dwight and Lynne Collins
and by Karen Harmon and Family

VIrginia D. Griffith by David and Gayle Bordeaux

Dewey Braswell by Ron Braswell

Bill and Katherine Worrell and Reed Niedentohl 
by Ed and Dee Worrell

Colonel Stuart Perkins by Edna Perkins

Mr. and Mrs. Z.R. Horton and 
Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Lennon by Harriett and Burke Lennon

Earl and Donald Hendricks by Kim and Carl Williford

Ken Huffman by Sharon, Ashley and Mason Huffman

Oscar Norris by Myra and Kenny Norris

Ralph and Margaret Rowland and 
Charles and Dorothy Miller by 

Janet and Larry Rowland

CARTER & BRENDA 
SITTERSON
Carter and Brenda Sitterson recently 
moved from Kinston to be closer to their 
daughter and her family. Paige and 
Michael Turner keep them busy with the 
activities of their grandkids, Peyton and 
Heath. While still maintaining their 
accounting business in Kinston the 
Sitterson’s will be back and forth during 
tax season but Wilmington is now home. 
They have been warmly received in the 
Transitions Sunday School class and 
Brenda and Lynne Collins have 

reconnected after realizing they grew up together in elementary 
school. What a small world. Welcome to the First Baptist family. 

POINSETTIAS
To order a poinsettia to place in the sanctuary, send a check to the church office at 411 Market Street, 28401.  

Poinsettias are $20 and can be made in honor or in memory of a loved one. The deadline to order is December 15.



411 MARKET STREET
WILMINGTON, NC 28401

910.763.2471

MAY THE BIRTH OF THE 
CHRIST CHILD BRING YOU GREAT

"But the angel said to them, 'Do not be af raid.  I  bring you good news that 
wil l  cause great joy for al l  the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is the Messiah, Christ the Lord.' "  -  Luke 2:10-11


