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“Goodbyes” 
Friends, 

They’re gone! 

We said goodbye to our two grandchildren 
who have been with us for the last four 
months. There were lots of tears at the 

Baldwin house, as you might imagine. Tears of sadness over the prospect of being 
apart but also tears of gratitude that we have been blessed by this time together. 

The kids are going home with plenty to look forward to. They have a mountain trip 
planned for this week to celebrate Suzy’s birthday. There is Thanksgiving dinner.  
And they will be moving into a new house in January. (Yes, they did finally land a 
house in the feeding frenzy of the Los Angeles housing market.) 

ENan and I have plenty to keep us busy too. We have projects around the house we 
put on a four-month hold. We need to finish decorating for Christmas and we will be 
celebrating our 46th (Wow!) anniversary before the end of the year. 

The only hitch causing us some separation anxiety is that we don’t have a definite 
plan to see the LA family again. We want to travel to LA soon to see their new 
house. They are thinking, “Come help us move!”  We are thinking, “You get 
everything moved and we’ll come help you hang pictures.” 

But with Covid still hanging around – and getting uglier every day – we are hesitant 
to make travel plans. Maybe by Easter things will feel safer. Maybe by summer. 
Who knows? But it is always easier to say “Goodbye!” when I know when the next 
“Hello!” will be. 

Just before he was arrested and killed, Jesus told his disciples, “I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:18) The disciples wanted to know when 
this reunion would happen (see, I’m not the only one). Jesus told them, “It is not for 
you to know the day or hour. Be on guard! Be alert! Watch!” (Mark 13:32-37) 

Although the timing of Jesus’ return isn’t nearly as precise as I would like, there is 
one thing that is sure. Jesus is coming back. He promised he would. And a 
gentleman (or woman) always keeps their promise. 

He even has a house that is move-in ready waiting for us. Pictures already hung. 
 

 


