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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Thankful” 
Friends, 

I love the story of the little boy who 
was running in the sanctuary one 
Sunday morning. His grandmother 
corrected him saying, “Remember, 
this is God’s house.” The boy thought 
a minute, then responded, “Well, if 
this is God’s house, how come I 
never see Him here?”   

Is God in the sanctuary? Is He only to be found in the sanctuary? 

The Psalmist helps me with this pointed question when he says, “But you are holy, 
O You who inhabits the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3) God can always be found in 
the midst of people who are praising Him. That may be in the church sanctuary, it 
may be in the glow of a sunset or it may be around a dinner table. 

Someone asked me recently the difference between praise and thanksgiving. My 
understanding is that thanksgiving is gratitude for what God has done. “We are 
thankful for food, for family, for health.” Praise, on the other hand, is gratitude for 
who God is. “You are holy, You are good, You are merciful, You are patient.” 

It is always a good practice to spend some time on Thanksgiving Day (and every 
day!) expressing our thanks to God for what He has done. We do not want to make 
the mistake of the nine lepers who were so excited about the healing they received 
from Jesus that they forgot to acknowledge the healer. 

However, it may be even more beneficial to spend some time just praising God for 
who He is. If Covid-19 has taught us anything, it is that circumstances in our lives 
change from day to day and minute to minute. God, on the other hand, does not 
change. He is the same, “yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

As you sit at the table today, some of you will be with all of your family, some of you 
will be with just one other, some of you will be keenly aware of the empty chair 
across from you. Make your prayer of thanksgiving also a prayer of praise, 
acknowledging God’s faithfulness through the valleys and across the mountains. 
 

 


