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Hunkered Down Homilies - “Hope” 

Friends, 

My mother is celebrating her 91st birthday today! She 
is very independent, lives by herself, drives her car 
wherever she wants and is in great health! It really is 
not surprising. Her mother lived to be 97 and her 
grandmother lived to be 102. I’ve got some good 
genes in my family. 

Other than hereditary traits, however, I have often 
wondered what factors contribute to a long life. One 
friend’s grandmother lived to 105. When asked about 
her secret to long life, she replied, “Eating a raw 
onion and drinking a Dr. Pepper every day!” Others in 
the family said, “I knew that Dr. Pepper was gonna kill her sooner or later.”   

Vance Havner, the Baptist evangelist from Greensboro, lived into his nineties. Near the 
end of his life he said, “I am homesick for heaven. It’s the hope of dying that has kept me 
alive so long.” 

His comment sounds much like the Biblical story of Simeon. Simeon is described in the 
gospel of Luke as “righteous and devout.” “He was waiting for the consolation of Israel and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” (Luke 2:25-27) When Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus into the temple to be dedicated, Simeon recognized the fulfillment of God’s 
promise. He prayed, “Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation…” (Luke 2:29) 

Simeon’s life was based on hope. Hope is not wishful thinking based on what we WANT to 
happen. Hope is anticipated reality based on what God has promised WILL happen. 

We just entered the season of Advent by lighting the candle of Hope. All the promises of a 
Savior voiced by the prophets were fulfilled in Jesus. After generations of waiting, God 
kept His Word. The Bible makes it clear, “But when the time was right, God sent his 
Soon…” (Galatians 4:4 CEV) 

Hope means waiting and watching for God to work. God seldom works on my timetable. 
But He promises, “when the time is right” He will come and bring salvation.   

I can live with that! 
 

 


