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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Love” 
Friends, 

Next week ENan and I will celebrate our 46th 
Anniversary. We met our junior year of high 
school when we were just 16 years old. I was 
awestruck by how beautiful she was (and still 
is!) I eventually won her over with my red 
double-knit pants and matching red socks! 

We were 19 years old when we got married.  
(Weren’t we a cute couple?) We were both in 
college, had $200 in savings and entered 
marriage with no idea what a healthy marriage 
looked like. All we knew was that we wanted something different than we grew up with. I 
knew I loved her; I just didn’t know how to love very well. 

But ENan introduced me to Jesus. When we first started dating, I knew a lot about God 
but didn’t know Him personally. ENan had just given her life to Christ and her life 
radiated the love and joy that comes from knowing Christ. I knew I wanted what she had 
and so, after several months of attending church with her (just so I could hold her hand 
and get lunch at her Mom’s house), I committed my life to Christ. 

And she taught me about sacrificial love. For 46 years ENan has put others first. She put 
aside her own career to follow my calling to preach. Although we both felt called to 
ministry, I was the one who was called to new churches in new locations. She put aside 
her life to serve me, our children and now our grandchildren. She is always thinking of 
how to make us happy, always putting our needs and wants ahead of her own. And she 
does the same with others outside of our immediate family. Whether friends, church or 
extended family, ENan is always seeking ways to show love. 

Most of the Hunkered Down Homilies I have written have been inspired by ENan. Most of 
my ministry has been inspired by ENan. I understand God’s love so much better because 
of the love ENan and I share. 

I can truly say “I love her more today than yesterday, but not as much as tomorrow.” 

 


