
 

December 22 – “Christmas”  |  A Word from Jim Everette 
 

I have gathered with our First Baptist Family on the evening of Christmas Eve for the past 30 years. 
Some of you have done so for far more years than me, but we will not make our annual trek to the 
sanctuary at the corner of Fifth Avenue and Market Street on Christmas Eve in 2020. Not because 
we don’t want to but because it will be safest for our physical health and that of our family, friends 
and neighbors if we remain socially and physically distant this year. Still, Christmas Eve will come 
and we will celebrate the birth of God’s Son but we will do so in the safety and intimacy of our own 
homes. It is disappointing that we will not all be together. Not being with all of you causes me to 
reflect upon the words of one of the songs we typically sing at our Candlelight Communion Worship 
Service. Phillips Brooks wrote in the third verse of O Little Town of Bethlehem in 1868: 

 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming,but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

This Christmas Eve will be a good bit quieter for those of us that usually gather at the church house, 
but maybe our being alone will give us reason to focus even more on that first night when God 
entered our world. God imparts to each of us individually and to all of creation the blessing of 
heaven, even in this world of sin. God comes to us and offers us the opportunity to say, ‘Yes” to the 
One who wants to make his home within us.  

While all of us are uniquely created by God in the image of God, no two of us are alike and no two of 
us receive Jesus the same way. Some of us are extroverts and other are introverts. Some of us are 
more rational thinkers and others are more emotional feelers. Each of us perceives and processes 
reality and mystery in ways that only we can. But, each one of us is formed with a heart, and a brain, 
and a soul that is free to receive or reject, to love or not. The choice to allow Christ to enter in is 
ours, and the presence of Christ is a gift that is always and forever available, whether we are 
present at the church house or at our own house; whether we are with a group or in the solitude 
ourselves. 

 Mary was the first person to receive word that the Son of God was coming into the world, but she 
was not the last. She worshipped in the quiet of her home as we will this Christmas Eve. She is the 
first person to hear that nothing is impossible with God, and we experience it and see it come to 
fruition every day. Mary received the Christ child in obscurity and simplicity as the “Christ bearer,” 
and we can be “Christ bearer” to the world in our own unique and marvelous ways. Christmas will 
be different for us this year but the Good News is that we worship the God who comes no matter 
the day, the hour, or the situation. Let’s receive our King fully and completely, and share his love as 
only we can. 

 Have a joyous Christmas!  Jim Everette            


