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“Joy” 
Friends, 

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” 

Joy is a curious thing. It comes in the midst of 
unexpected times and in the midst of unforeseen 
circumstances. The shepherds’ life was difficult 
and dangerous. They faced hardships from 
predators – both two footed and four footed – as 
well as nature itself. But the shepherds who came 
to the manger “went back full of joy.” (Luke 2:20) 
They returned to the same fields and flocks they had left behind but there was a new 
spring in their step and a new song in their heart. 

I wrote recently about the folks who were at the birth of Jesus (acknowledging they 
probably were not all there at the same time.) I think it is also worth noting the ones who 
were not there. King Herod was not there – thank God! Herod was too busy scheming 
and conniving how to eliminate this pretender to his throne to even consider coming to 
worship him. And the Jewish priests – who spit out chapter and verse of all the 
prophecies about the Messiah – never got off their pews to come see him for 
themselves. 

And so Herod remained stuck in his destructive rage and the priests in their narcoleptic 
rituals. Although the message of the angels was “good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people” (Luke 2:10), many people missed it. And many still do. 

We face a difficult and dangerous world too. Complications brought on by Covid-19, by 
financial losses and by emotional turmoil can cause us to lose any sense of joy. Natural 
disasters and international threats seem to be always on the horizon. But, like the 
shepherds, if we can set those aside long enough to “see this thing that has happened,” 
maybe we can find some joy. 

And, like the shepherds, we can return to our complicated and chaotic lives “glorifying 
and praising God,” recognizing He has come into our world to share life with us.   

That is really good news. Don’t miss it! 

 


