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“Waiting” 
Friends, 

It is Christmas Eve…finally! We will 
open some gifts tonight and the rest 
tomorrow morning. The waiting is 
over! 

Patience has never been my strong 
suit, especially around Christmas. 
When I was a kid, I would search 
every corner of the house until I found 
my Christmas presents. By Christmas morning I knew exactly what I would find under the 
tree. 

Now I am that way about giving gifts. As soon as I buy a gift for ENan, I feel like I will 
bust if I don’t give it to her. I bought her a Christmas present on December 14, 
determined to keep it a secret until Christmas Eve. I gave it to her less than 24 hours 
after bringing it home. 

The people of Israel waited for generations for the Messiah. Prophets told of a coming 
king who would be called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” They spoke of one who would set things right in a world gone wrong. But 
decades came and went with no Messiah. 

Until Jesus. Scripture confirms, “But when the time was right, God sent his Son and a 
woman gave birth to him.” (Galatians 4:4 CEV) God acted to fulfill his promise “when the 
time was right!”  

God’s timing is seldom my timing. I tend to grow impatient and take matters into my own 
hands or throw up my hands in despair. But as an African-American pastor friend of mine 
likes to say, “Jesus was never in a hurry…but he was never late!” 

We are all ready for a new year. We are ready for Covid to be gone and for life to be 
“normal” again – whatever “normal” means. We are ready for God to make things right in 
our world gone wrong – to heal our bodies, our families, our country.   

But while we wait, we watch. And while we wait, we trust that God’s timing is right. Just 
as it was on that very first Christmas. 

 


